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&

Milan Kollar, Ambassador of SK and Michael Martin¢ek, honorary consul of SK
speaking at the opening of the conference
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BUDUCNOST KANADSKO - SLOVENSKEJ KOMUNITY A JEJ MIESTO V KANADSKOM PROSTREDI

Uvod

Dna 17. septembra 2011 sa v zasadacke Mont gomery Inn muzea konala konfe-
rencia na tému Buducnost kanadsko - slovenskej komunity a jej miesto v kanadskom prostredi.
Konferencia mala byt pévodne podporena finanénym grantom zo Slovenska, z Uradu pre
Slovékov Zijucich v zahranici, ale vzhladom na mno Zstvo nedorozumeni ohladne mandatu
konferencie, odmietol Kanadsky Slovensky Institut ich financny prispevok a zorganizoval kon-
ferenciu s vyuzitim vlastnych financnych prostriedkov.

Prvé pozvanky boli rozposlané zaciatkom augusta a postupne, ako sa blizil termin
konferencie i dalsie upozornenia. Pozvani tc¢astnici boli vybrani na zaklade svojich byvalych
alebo sucasnych veducich pozicii v slovenskej komunite. Pozvany bolii ti jednotlivci, o ktorych
Institut vedel, Ze maju svoje stanoviska k budicnosti Slovédkov v Kanade, a ktori vzdy boli a
sU hrdi na svoju vlast - Slovensko — a to i napriek tomu, Ze v sicasnej dobe uz aktivne neza-
stavaju ziadne funkcie.

Pozvané boli i vietky zname slovenské organizdcie, ¢i uz v blizkosti Toronta alebo
z ostatnej casti Kanady, a to na zaklade ich ¢innosti a v minulosti tazkej prace pre slovenské
komunity. Kratko povedané, predstavitelia vsetkych cirkvi, klubov, divadelnych skupin, folk-
I6rnych skupin a dalSie skupiny, ktoré by sme mohli dalej vymenovévat. Navyse sme elektro-
nickou postou pozvali hlavné osoby spojené s roznymi médiami ako su noviny, televizia alebo
internet. Pozvali sme kazdého o kom sme vedeli, Ze moze nie¢im prispiet, ale je mozné, ze
pozvanie nedostali poniektori ludia, ktori zostali mimo tejto konferencie. Nebolo to nasim
umyslom, ale stalo sa tak vzhladom k tomu, Ze mnohi nemaju aktivny kontakt s Kanadskym
Slovenskym Institatom.

Nasledne uvddzame zoznam vsetkych pozvanych (alebo ich organiza¢nych zas-
tupcov):

Milan Vetrak, Milan Kollar, Michael Martincek, Mark Popik, Pavol Dzacko, fr. Jozef
Vano, Fero Krusinsky, Radoslav Lojan, Julo Behul, Katarina Homolové , Dusan
Dorich, Margaret Dvorsky, Margarita Galat, John V. Stevens, Anne Mitro, Irene
Timko, Ladislav Kozak, Vera Potocka, Jan Petkovsky, Vierka Petkovsky, Marta Fuska
, Betty Valenta, Linda Varga , M ilan Popik, Matt Popik, Daniel Sulan, P alo
Carnogursky , Mary Ann Doucette, Richard Stilicha, Marianna Supekova, Luba Hen-
derson, Dusan Toth, Peter Weinwurm, Jan Kosiba, Agnes Belosic, Anna Zapletal,
Lubomir Slatkovsky, Blanka Martin¢ek Hanecak, Angela Meady, Marka Mihal, Jozef
Starosta, Juraj Kopanicky, Ludovit Zanzotto, Dezider Michaletz, Stanislav Lisiak,
Jozef Kiska j, Website Slovak Montreal, Website Slovak Calgary, Website Slovak Ed-
monton - Peter Lilko, Helen Bucic, Joan Becar, Michael Pavlis, Stefan Srnka, Maro$
Handzék, Rastislavav Micovsky, Ondrej Mihal, A. Canji, Michal, Canji, Vladimir Canj,
M. Vavrak, Vladmir Kralik, , S. Valo, John Krizan, Edward Krizan, Paul Krizan.

Z vy$sie uvedeného zoznamu len traja ludia oficidlne odmietli Gcast: Mar garet
Dvorsky, Luba Henderson a Linda Varga.

V' mene svojich organizacii alebo ako jednotlivci prijali nase pozvanie nasledovné osoby:

Jan Petkovsky, prezident slovenskej ev. a.v. cirkvi v Toronte, Milan Popik (riaditel
centra a 30 rokov veduci slovenskej komunity), Anna Zapletal, prezidentka Sloven-
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ského kanadského kultirneho spolku, Michael Pavlis, predseda Klubu Vojvodina
v Toronte, Marka Popik, Dusan Téth, predseda kulttrnej komisie Slovensko - kanad-
ského spolku Milana Rastislava Stefanika, Blanche Martin¢ek , Mary Biason, prof.
Stanislav Kirschbaum, podpredseda Kanadskej slovensky ligy, Ondrej Mihal
(Kanadsky Slovensky Institut), Pavol Dzacko, riaditel Slovenského domu a Richard
Stilicha.

Vyssie uvedené osoby (s vynimkou prof. Stanislava Kirschbaum) poskytli svoje
prispevky k publikovaniu v tomto zborniku. Okrem nich dalsie prispevky pred-
loZili i Margaret Dvorsky, Vera Petkovsky, Irene Timko (riaditelka Domoviny), Paul
Carnogursky (Galgary), Jozef Starosta (Administrator www.sk-bc.ca),, Angela
Meady (Thunder Bay), Matt Popik (Toronto), Stefan Srnka (Windsor) Katarina
Kozékova (Klub Martin Razus) a Mary Ann Doucette (Kanadskd Slovenska Liga).

Materidly su publikované v pévodnom stave, tak ako ich dodali jednotlivi autori (s vynimkou
niektorych gramatickych oprav).

Pevne verim, Ze prezentované prispevky umoznia kazdému kto ¢ita tieto stranky, aby lepsie
spoznal sucasné problémy slovenskej komunity v Kanade a zamyslel sa nad tym, ¢o alebo ¢i
vobec dalsia komunikacia méze priniest zmenu stcasného stavu. Ako som uviedol vo svojej
prezentdcii .." do budticnosti je prdzdna stranka"... A zaleZilen na nas, ¢i budeme vytvérat
buducnost takd, aki chceme mat.

Dakujem za pozornost!

Ondrej Mihal
Prezident, Kanadsky Slovensky Institut.

. Ondrej Mihal
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Introduction

On Sept 17,2011 in the historic conference room of Montgomery’s Inn, the Confer-

ence on the Future of the Canadian Slovaks Community and its Place in the Canadian Environ-
ment was held. Originally the conference was to have been supported with a financial grant
from the Urad pre Slovakov in Slovakia, but due to a number of misunderstandings about the
mandate of the conference, the Slovak Canadian Institute rejected their financial contribution
and held the conference using its own finances.
Invitations were sent out in the beginning of August and were followed up with a number of
reminders. The invitees were selected based on their former or current leadership roles in the
Slovak community. In addition, individuals were invited who the Institute felt had an opinion
on the future of Slovaks in Canada and who have always been proud of their homeland - Slo-
vakia - despite not currently having active organizational roles.

The invitees covered all the known Slovak organizations, be they in the vicinity of
Toronto or the rest of Canada, based on their activities and past history of hard work for the
Slovak community. In short, the leaders of all churches, clubs, theatre groups, folklore groups
and any other group that we could find. Additionally we invited key persons connected with
every electronic and other type of media, be it newspaper, TV or Internet. Everyone who we
felt had something to contribute was invited, but we acknowledge that most likely there were
some people who were left out. This was not intentional or malicious but due to the fact that
they may not have had active contact with the Slovak Canadian Institute.

Enclosed below is a list of all the people (or or ganizational representatives) that
were invited:

Milan Vetrak, Milan Kollar, Michael Martincek, Mark Popik, Pavol Dzacko, fr. Jozef
Vano, Fero Krusinsky, Radoslav Lojan, Julo Behul, Katarina Homolova, Dusan
Dorich, Margaret Dvorsky, Margarita Galat, John V. Stevens, Anne Mitro, Irene
Timko, Ladislav Kozak, Vera Potocka, Jan Petkovsky, Vierka Petkovsky, Marta Fuska
, Betty Valenta , Linda Varga , Milan Popik, Matt Popik, Daniel Sulan, P alo
Carnogursky , Mary Ann Doucette, Richard Stilicha, Marianna Supekova, Luba Hen-
derson, Dusan Toth, Peter Weinwurm, Jan Kosiba, Agnes Belosic, Anna Zapletal,
Lubomir Slatkovsky, Blanka Martinc¢ek Hanecak, Angela Meady, Marka Mihal, Jozef
Starosta, Juraj Kopanicky, Ludovit Zanzotto, Dezider Michaletz, Stanislav Lisiak,
Jozef Kiska j, Website Slovak Montreal, Website Slovak Calgary, Website Slovak Ed-
monton - Peter Lilko, Helen Bucic, Joan Becar, Michael Pavlis, Stefan Srnka, Maro$
Handzak, Rastislavav Micovsky, Ondrej Mihal, A. Canji, Michal, Canji, Vladimir Canji,
M. Vavrak, Vladmir Kralik, , S. Valo, John Krizan, Edward Krizan, Paul Krizan.

From the above list of invitees only three people officially declined attendance: Margaret
Dvorsky, Luba Henderson and Linda Varga.

The Invitation accepted the following individuals on behalf of their or ganizations or as indi-
viduals:
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Jan Petkovsky, president of Slovak Ev. Lutheran Church in Toronte, Milan Popik (di-
rector of Centre and 30 year leader of Slovak community), Anna Zapletal, Prezident
of Slovensko Kanadsky Kultdrny Spolok, Michael Pavlis, President of Klub Vojvod-
ina in Toronto, Mark Popik, Dusan Toth, President of Cutlural commision, Slovensko
Kanadskeho spolku Milana Rastislava Stefanika, Blanche Martinc¢ek, Mary Biason,
Prof. Stanislav Kirschbaum, VP of Canadian Slovak League, Ondrej Mihal' (Slovak
Canadian Institute) , Pavol Dzcko, Director and and Richard Stilicha for Slovak
House .

The above individuals (except for Prof. Stanislav Kirschbaum) also submited their
presentation for this publication. Additionally, Margaret Dvorksy, Vera Petkovsky,
Irene Timko (Director of Domovina Dancers), Paul Carnogursky (Galgary), Jozef
Starosta (Administrator www.sk-bc.ca), Angela Meady (Thunder Bay), Matt Popik
(Toronto), Stefan Srnka (Windsor), Mary Ann Doucette (President, Canadian slovak
League) and Katarina Kozékova (Club Martin Rézus) also submitted papers

The documents are presented in their original (except for gramatical or spelling corrections)
form. | firmly believe that the documents will allow everyone who reads these pages to gain
a better understanding of the current problems facing the Slovak community and what, if any,
future roads can be taken to change the current status que. As | stated in my presentation,
“the future is a blank page” and it's up to us to create the future we want.

Ondrej Mihal, Editor-in-chief

Ondrej Mihal
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Velvyslanec Slovenskej republiky
Véazeni kanadski Slovaci, damy a pani, mili priatelia,

dovolte mi, aby som predovietkym vyjadril podakovanie inicidtorom konferencie o
budicnosti kanadsko-slovenskej komunity ajejmiestavk anadskom prostredi. Ide
bezpochyby o pocin, ktory si zaslUzi uznanie a podporu . Vydanie zbornika z konferencie je
spradvnym krokom k tomu, aby dobré myslienky a ndpady nezapadli prachom.

Uplynulo uz takmer dvadsat rokov od ¢asu, kedy sa Slovensko stalo zvrchovanym
stdtom. Naplnila sa tak da vna tuzba Slovékov mat vlastny $tat a samostatne a slobodne
rozhodovat o svojom mieste vo svete a o svojej buducnosti. Na dosiahnuti tohto obrovského
ciela sa vyznamnym spdsobom podielali generacie Slo vakov zijucich v zahranici, vra tane
Kanady. Slovensko je dnes ispesnou dynamickou k rajinou, na ktord su Slovéci bez rozdielu
bydliska opravnene hrdi.

Viyvoj na Slovensku i v Kanade sa nedd zastavit a ma priamy, pozitivny i negativny,
vplyv na komunitu kanadskych Slovakov. Postrehy o jej Uspechoch, ale i pri¢inach jej problé-
mov a navrhy, ako z nich von, si precitate na strankach tohto zbornika. Mnohé si zasluzia nielen
uznanlivé pokyvanie hlavou, ale aj zavedenie do Zivota, ¢i aspon pokus... Iste vietci pochopite,
Ze z titulu mojej funkcie nie som opra vneny sa k tu nast olenym otazkam vyjadrovat, ¢i
akokolvek ich komentovat. Nieco vyse roka sa vsak i vdaka Vasmu vrelému prijatiu citim byt aj
ja ¢clenom kanadsko-slovenskej komunity, hoci méj pobyt a praca v tejto velkej a krasnej krajine
st ohranicené. Aj preto mi lezi na srdci Uspech a spolupatri¢nost kanadskych Slovdkov. Chcem
Vs preto opatovne ubezpecit o podpore zo strany Vlady Slovenskej republiky a Velvyslanectva
Slovenskej republiky i mojej, ktori mate ako spolutvorcovia slovenskej budicnosti v Kanade.

Milan Kollar
Velvyslanec Slovenskej republiky
v Kanade

Milan Kollar, the Ambassador of the Slovak Republic
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Predseda
Uradu pre Slovékov Zijicich v zahranici
Milan Vetrdk

Vézené damy a pani,

Vasa excelencia, pan velvyslanec Slovenskej republiky v Kanade,
vazeni predstavitelia spolkov Slovékov zijucich v Kanade,

ctené plénum,

dovolte mi, aby som sa podakoval Kanadskému slovenskému institltu za pozvanie
na konferenciu,Budicnost kanadsko-slovenskej komunity a jej miesto v kanadskom prostredi,
ktorej témy a program su vysoko aktudlne najma v ¢ase, ked'Slovéci v Kanade pocituju potrebu
najst smerovanie buducnosti svojej slovenskej komunity.

Vzhladom na skuto¢nost, Ze nemozem byt v tejto chvili s Vami, vyuzil som prileZitost
a poveril ¢lena zboru poradcov predsedu Uradu pre Slovakov Zijucich v zahranici, Rev. Dusana
Tétha, ktory je mojim poradcom v oblasti kultirneho dedi¢st va a spoluprace s cirkvami a
nabozenskymi spolo¢nostami, na U¢ast na vasej konf erencii v mojom mene. Som velmi rad,
Ze Grad mohol prostrednictvom svojho dotacného systému napomdct uskutocneniu tejto kon-
ferencie, Ze sa Kanadsky slovensky institut ujal danych tém a pevne verim, Ze aj vystupy z nej,
ktoré budeme netrpezlivo oc¢akévat, prinesu plody, z ktorych ochutnaju stcasnici, ale najma
vietky budice generécie Slovékov zijucich v K anade. Poznanie nového konceptu Zivota
slovenskej komunity v Kanade je rovnako délezité i pre nas — Slovakov Zijucich na Slovensku
a urad samotny, nakolko si plne uvedomujeme véznost situdcie do ktorej sa postupne dosta-
vaju aj ostatné slovenské komunity vo svete. Ti, ktori stéli pri zrode najvyznamnejsich sloven-
skych spolkov v zahranici nds postupne opustaju a nam prislicha hlada vychodisko z bludiska
zauzivanych stereotypov Zivota a hladat odpovede na zakladnu otazku — bude mat zdujem
mladé generécia Slovakov Zijucich v Kanade pokracovat v zabehnutych kolajach, v préci, ktoru
svedomito a s laskou v prospech Slovenska pocas dlhych rokov vykonavali ich pradedovia, de-
dovia i otcovia, ktori pred viac ako sto rokmi prisli do Kanady za pracou a novym stastim? Som
presvedceny, Ze ak vsetci spolu prilozime Gprimne ruku k dielu, dokazeme motivovat mladych
a ambiciéznych ludi, ktori budud rovnako ako ich predkovia citit, Ze praca v prospech celej
slovenskej komunity je vecou hrdosti a cti k svojej prastarej vlasti.

Urad pre Slovakov Zijucich v zahraniéi, ako aj vlada Slovenskej republiky si nesmierne
vazi pracu vietk ych vas, ktori pracujete v prospech slovenskej komunity v K anade a
neodmyslitelne aj Slovenska. M6Zzeme hrdo prehlasit, ze Slovéci v Kanade su Zivotaschopnou
komunitou, z ktorej vyslo mnozstvo vyznamnych a tspesnych osobnosti zndmych v celom
svete. Nasim Uprimnym prianim je, aby ste aj napriek rozdielnym svetonazorom, konfesii, ¢i
dobe a mieste vystahovania, spolo¢ne hladali formu konstruktivnej komunikdcie a spoluprace,
nakolko sme presvedéeni, ze nam vietkym ide o rovnaké ciele. V tomto zmysle bude Urad pre
Slovékov Zijucich v zahranici podporovat vznik vzdeldvacich a kultdrnych centier, ktoré budu
miestom pre stretavanie sa krajanov, ich prezentaciu smerom k majorite, ale aj prezentaciu
Slovenskej republiky v Kanade. Budu tiez sluZit pre vzdelavanie deti a mladych ludi v sloven-
skom jazyku, uskutocriovanie kultdrnych podujati, dokumentéciu vasho krajanského Zivota,
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aviak aj podnikanie. Urad tymito postupmi dek laruje podporu Gspesnych mladych ludi
zmyslajucich integracne. Radi podporime nové a kvalitné napady a projekty, ktoré by zastresili
celu slovenskd komunitu v Kanade.

Urad pre Slovakov Zijdcich v zahrani¢i v ypracoval novi dota¢nd smernicu, ktord
budu mat moznost krajania pripomienkovat na web stranke uradu. Novy dotacny systém bude
efektivny ar ozdeleny do oblasti, kt oré budu odradza t vyssie spomenuté priority. Sme
presvedceni, ze zdokonalenim pridelovania dotdcii oproti minulym rokom, dosiahneme obo-
jstranné ciele a pripravime tak cestu moznej kontinuite i dlhodobych projektov.

Vazené damy a pani,

som presvedceny, Zze v buduicnosti spolocne pr etavime nase ciele a plan y do
skutocnosti, ktord bude svedectvom toho, ze budicnost kanadsko-slovenskej komunity a jej
v miesto v kanadskom prostredi nebude vnimané len cez jej ,neidentifikovatelnost”, ale bude
minoritou, na ktord bude prdvom hrda nielen Kanada, ale aj obc¢ania nasej r odnej vlasti -
Slovenskej republiky.

Dovolte mi, aby som na zaver zaZelal celému plénu, ako aj organizatorom konfer-
encie jej Uspedny priebeh.

S Ucou

N4
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Fight for the Future

“The Slovak Canadian Community Today and its Future Potential”

The historical Canadian Slovak communities that had been based on the fraternal,
religious and nationalistic affiliations are dead. In reality this has been a slow and painful
death. What we have today are many “shell” organizations with very little substance remaining,
lacking in effective leadership and without soul or a future. The sparse attendance and luke-
warm response to the conference organized for this very discussion is additional proof of this
reality. | do not want to dwell long on the history of Slovaks in Canada, but bear with me as |
point out some current facts where were key elements for the focus of this conference:

Where do we stand today and how did we get there?

1.The demise of the fraternal organizations has resulted from both by the Slovaks’
lack of respect for these historic organizations and from the Canadian Government
which forced all of them to close their offices and seek new mandates in the early
part of 21st century. Some tried to find a new mandate while others simply closed
their doors.

2. The dissolution of the religious organizations has been a slow moving train
wreck, which has been painful to both experience and watch. Since the publishing
of our 2010 book called Slo vak Religion in Canada, an additional three Roman
Catholic churches have closed. The killer this time is not the Ganadian government
but something closer to home. Their own staunch members are dying off and the
children and grandchildren of those members are choosing to go to non-Slovak
churches.

3.The nationalistic organizations are dead because their mandate expired in 1989
Czecho-Slovakia become democratic and for those who had any doubts in 1993
when Slovakia become independent and the home country did not see the need
to support their mandates in Canada.

Moving on to more specialized Canadian Slovak organizations:

4.The media which should have served as the voice for the Canadian Slovak com-
munity, never really existed on the national level, and barely on the local level.
The ones that existed often were dedicated only to the needs of their home or -
ganizations.

a. Slovak Radio never had much of a suc cess and has been dead f or a long
time, never finding the audience or the advertising dollars.

b. The Slovak newspapers never succeeded on a national level but rather on
a political and fraternal level. With the death of the fraternal or ganizations
came the blood-letting of the newspapers They were doomed from the very
start be cause they catered to a small and shrink ing audience. The single re-
maining newspaper “Canadian Slovak”, despite its name, serves the needs of
its owner not the needs of the Canadians Slovak.

c.Slovak TV had its start in many communities in the 1980s but despite prom
ising starts its survival was always questionable because of the lack of adver-
tising and sponsorship dollars. Today the most successful of the television
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programs continues in Toronto due mainly because of the passion of its ovner
and enormous financial help from Slovakia. For how long will this continue?
That depends on the ame individual.

Moving on to individuals and the people who made the Ganadian Slovak organiza-
tions succeed:

Today’s Canadian Slovak community is composed of volunteers and this has been
the case throughout its history. In the past these volunteers were very passionate in their beliefs
about what they did for the Slovak people in Canada but those types of volunteers are dead
or dying off and new young people are not coming forward with passion, dedication or money.
And when we mention money, except for the Editor of Kanadsky Slovak, they are all doing
their work without any remuneration. Volunteerism today is everywhere and | know many
young Canadian Slovaks who volunteer many hours to good causes every week. But the young
Canadian Slovaks do not feel similarly moved to volunteer for the weakened Slovak organiza-
tions. The reasons are many, such as:

They see no future in it,
They gain no fulfilment from working with dying organizations,
They do not feel that they own anything to Slovakia.

This lack of selflessness which had been so charaderistic of their parents and grand-
parents is not there in 99.9% of young Canadians Slovak. As such, the events such as Slovak
Festivals of Youth, the Slovak picnics, the remembrance cultural events (be it for Stefanik, Tiso
or others) , the winter dances, or even church bazaars are destined to become a chapter in
one of my books on Slovaks in Canada.

Assimilation is the catch word for explaining away many of the ills of the Canadian
Slovak community. But, the reason for the total collapse of the Canadian Slovak community
cannot be blamed on just assimilation. There are other reasons such as:

«The change in Slovak Republic status (pre and post 1989),

- The Canadian Government lack of support to non-visible minorities.

«The vast distances between individual Canadian Slovaks communities which
makes networking difficult and mutual sharing often impossible

-Lack of a general willingness or even need to cooperate with other organizations.

Money

Simply put, today we do not have sufficient finances to realize any project or pay
for a phone number for a national or local organization that could try to work with the Slovaks
in Canada. Due to Slovak division and lack of foresight, cohesion and planning by the Slovak
leaders of yesteryear we have no buildings, no financially stable foundations, no national in-
stitutions or young people who believe in national cross Canada Slovak institutions. YET even
today many the leaders of y esteryear still cling to the idea that everything is just fine. They
carry the title of a President or other posts but fool no one.

How do we compare to others?
Not very well! We are disappearing from the map in Canada while in comparison,

other ethnic Slavic groups such as Serbs, Croats, and Ukrainians, or non- Slavic groups such as
Hungarians, Latvians or Lithuanians who also needed to keep their culture alive due to their
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country being occupied or behind the iron Curtain, have maintained an active presence, in-
cluding cultural agencies, restaurants, dance groups, churches and communities . Even the
Czech have their Masaryk Institute!

The truth is that the previous generations of Slovaks in their fight for identity and
survival did not plan well for the future. They tried to survive to the next day. The future plan-
ning never came, perhaps because it was assumed tha t it would continue as it always had.
Also, some part of the blame for our problems rests on the shoulders of the Slovak Government
and the state organizations whose mandate is to support Slovaks abroad as well as the NGO
organizations such as Matica Slovenska. There is new leadership in both but | cannot tell you
that much has changed for the better. The Urad pre Slovakov still has not yet send money for
promised grants and it is the middle of S eptember!. If things do not change, it will again be
the organization | often referred to as “O nés, bez nas!” or in English they exist because of us
but are forgetting to talk to us and take into account our needs as it was in the late 1990s.

Any way you look at this, the feeling in Slovakia and some of the former embassy
staff from Slovakia in Ottawa felt that Canadian Slovaks are a “write off” and as such, pouring
finances into Canada is not worth it. | have more than once highlighted this discrimination
with financial help, but my concerns have mostly fallen on deaf ears. Despite some efforts at
promoting what Slovaks in Canada have done for Slovakia (exhibits, books, attendance at con-
ferences) we have not changed anyone’s outlook or opinion on the depth of the har d work
Canadian Slovaks have done historically in sending 10s of millions of dollars over the last 100-
plus years to Slovaks . What we get back dribbles or in the past, occasionally the money found
its way into pockets in Slovakia in our name.

But the future is here and the cupboards are empty in terms of people, property
and finances. We face an empty page for our future.

Where do we start?

As is customary with any problem the first rule is t o figure out what you have to
play with and then from there pick a point where you want to be in 5, 10, and dare we dream,
15 years. We have no plans on what Slovak events will be happening this year, what projects
we want to achieve this year and definitely have no vision for what the future should look like
in5,10 or 15 years.

But there is help available on how to shape the future and how not to re-invent a wheel.

We can find it in Ganada from other ethnic communities such as Ukrainians or Serbs
or any other nationality which has faced and successfully dealt with this problem before us.
We solicit their advice on how NOT to make the mistakes they did and how to go from A to be
Bin the shortest time possible. The most successful community is the Jewish community. Why
are we not taking to people who have been there and know how to overcome the problems
of money, people and leadership issues? We need to establish an open dialog with other na-
tionalities in order to learn on how they finance, organize or receive grants and then we need
to inform every Slovak organization on the findings.

- Asan example, if Slovaks truly want to have a Canadian Slovak Museum, then talk to
the Ukrainians or the Serbs on how they went about creating a real museum, on how
they run it, how they finance it and what they determined for a mandate. To this date,
I have no clue that we ever officially created a Slovak museum! What is its mandate
and where is it heading? | guess the people who were sabotaging the conference did
not even notice this museum.
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+ We have to admit that we have failed in creating a single strong image of Slovaks in
Canada. | am not advocating a single organization or a single mindset, but we should
at least try to have a single image we can agree upon of who we are as Slovaks in
Canada. We expected our leaders be they religious or political or economic, to secure
our future but that is not to be. Even the Slovak Jesuits abandoned the over 60 com-
munities they served all across Canada and the churches of every denomination are
fighting for their existence. The image of the religious leaders of the past fighting for
their flock has been true in some localities -Toronto, Montreal and Hamilton, Thunder
bay to name a few- but there are just as many examples of failure, such as the church
of St. Peter and Paul in Lethbridge which has never had a Slovak minister, or the clos-
ing of the Cathedral in Toronto.

The economic leaders we had both big and small had geat dreams but did not plan
for a permanent centre for all Slovaks or a foundation to finance this dream. In most cases it
was a great hobby that allowed super tax write offs leaving no lasting physical monument to
their existence. In many ways they stifled innovation and progress and through sheer force of
personality wasted money on projects that led to nowhere. That is why we need to turn to
other nationalities or organizations to figure out how to go forward. We as Slovaks have failed.

A second possibility is to look at the other Slovak minorities in Europe be it in the
Czech Republic, Hungary, Serbia, Poland or Ukraine. They also came out of communism just
20 years ago and share our same problems - those being no property, no money, no volunteers
or even a history of volunteerism and no history of creating a future for their minorities. Despite
that, they have all learned one thing, and that is a need f or a professional, centralized body
that is small in size but actually wants to help other organizations within its country.

« Their secret is the creation of a professional National Council composed of three or
four people who take the job because they are CAPABLE of doing something into the
future and not what they did in the past. Today we have a shell organization and the
results speak for themselves.

+ Inthe Europeans countries their legitimacy comes from the laws for minorities in each
particular country. We in Canada we do not have such backing from our Canadian Gov-
ernment — it only helps those tha t help themselves. Perhaps the legitimacy of a na-
tional council of Slovaks in Canada can come from Urad pre Slovakov v Zahranici which
spends money on Canadian projects. Money talks, but at times in a blind way that
does not take into account the needs of the whole community. If money talks, then
this may be the only way to force Slovaks to talk to each other and determine priorities.
The organization’s purpose would not only be to lead but also co-ordinate and fight
for money and grants that are available in Canada and elsewhere in the world. Asking
for help is not a crime; not asking for help is suicidal and we are drowning!

We need open dialog and not confrontation or backstabbing such as has occurred
5o often between our organizations (and even for this conference). We need to share thoughts
and ask those that still care on what kind of future we want to create, and then write it down
and distribute these ideas to all concerned for more feedback. This is a long term project with-
outan end with a goal that would be a moving target but it is a much better solution than the
unfocussed meandering we have experienced since the independence of Slovakia.

- It's time to stop hoping that our historical leaders will figure out what to do

« It's time to admit that they failed us both in Fraternal (all closed) and

- in Religious organizations (6 churches closed in 15 years) because they were not able
to save their own organizations so we need to
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- Its time to stop pretending that the historical organizations have any kind of answer.

Find a way to work with Urad pre Slovakov v zahranici if we are to get our fair share
of the money that Slovakia is willing to spend on behalf of their diaspora.We have failed every
year since these grants first became available, except for 2002 when Minister of Culture over-
ruled Dom zahrancnich Slovakov and gave us adequate financing for the Slovaks in Canada
exhibit.

We need to embrace the power of Internet and Television. Not because the new
media on its own will solve anything, but because it is the media used b y the Slovak youth
and that is where we shall find our future leaders, volunteers or attendees for our Slovak
events.

« On its own the Facebooks or YouTubes of the world are a passing fad - in five years it
will be Google+ or other media but social net working definitely will be around in
some form or other.

+ With YouTube anyone can have an instant portal to view television or videos and one
can reach every home that has internet around the world

« With a blog anyone can present their ideas or create a newsletter for others to respond
to and contribute

- With Facebook or Google+ anyone can keep the community informed for next to
nothing in programming

Some claim that Facebooks of the world will unite and make us stronger, others
claim that they will alienate them. It's up to us to find the right balance. Today’s ignoring of
the reality is not the right balance.

The future is a blank page and we need to start writing the text that will shape that
future. My suggestions are not radical or revolutionary. If we do not start, we shall disappear
as a unique minority and our stories will disappear into some of my books about the 125 years
of history of our existence in Canada. We will be one of the 20 million Canadians without the
Slovak in front of it — our roots lost and our identity homogenized. This may be good enough
for many because most of us like t o be taken care of, but it's not good enough for everyone
who is Slovak and for those few that care - it's time to take the future into our hands.

Thank you,
Ondrej Mihal
President, Slovak Canadian Institute

Slovak Translation now available on:
Appendix - 3 - Boj o Buducnost (O. Mihal) / 63
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Paralelné svety
Damy a pani,

volam saRichard Stilicha a som prislugnikom za tial poslednej, porevolu¢nej
imigracnej viny Slovakov do Kanady. Vo svojom prispevku sa vam budem snazit opisat moj o-
sobny pohlad na slovensku komunitu a poukézat na problémy, ktoré jej existenciu sprevadzaju.

O tri hodiny budem mat styridsat rokov a doposial som vo svojom Zivote prezil 25
rokov na Slovensku, 12 rokov v Kanade, 2 roky v USA, pol roka na Bermude a pol roka vo Finsku.
Ked'som sa v roku 1999 rozhodol, Ze sa prestahujem do Kanady (d4 sa povedat, Ze toto rozhod-
nutie za mna urobila tretia Meciarova garnitura) tak som na vstivil svojho stryka z druhého
kolena, Tonka Hykisha, stryka mojej starej mamy, ktory bol prvym velvyslancom Slovenska v
Kanade, s cielom zistit si informacie o Slovakoch, ktori tu Ziju.

Tonko sa pousmial a situdciu mi v ysvetlil na jednoduchom priklade. Ked'v Ottawe
nastupil v roku 1993 do sluzby, tak ako jedno z pr vych podujati zorganizoval stretnutie zas-
tupcov kanadskych krajanskych organizacii na pode ambasady. Tesil sa ako spozna Slovakov,
s ktorymi bude 4 roky spolupracovat. Aj prisli, v hojnom pocte, prichadzali s ismevom, podavali
si navzajom ruky a potlapkavali sa po pleciach. Pocas recepcie a s pribuidajicou konzuméaciou
alkoholu sa v3ak zacali vyskytovat r6zne drobné nezhody a hadky, ktoré postupom ¢asu silneli
az vyvrcholili do situacie, kedy sa radikalnejsia ¢ast komunity zacala fyzicky vyhrazat druhej. K
bitke nedoslo, pretoze Tonko prikdzal vypnut svetlo v hlavnej séle a bitkychtivych navstevnikov
nechal vyprevadit von. Takyto bol jeho prvy dojem zo Slovakov v Kanade.

Po tom ako som 4. jula 1999 pristél v Toronte so svojou jednosmernou letenkou,
navstivil som jeden z o slovenskych letnych piknikov, kde som sadaldor eci so starSimi
Slovdkmi a na moje nemilé prekvapenie, jednou z prvych myslienok, ktoré som tam zacul, bolo
ze: "Viete, my vds, novych pristahovalcov nemame prilis v [aske, pretoze ndm sem chodite a
beriete pracu nasim detom.” Zaujimavéa myslienka, hned ma napadlo, Ze keby takto rozmyslali
ti, ktori ich tu koncom 60. rokov prijimali s otvorenou narucou, tiez by z nich neboli velmi
nadseni.

M&j maly sikromny komunitny prieskum zistil nasledovné fakty:

V Kanade sa nachadzaju tri velké viny pristahovalcov — povojnové (ti, ¢o utekali po druhej sve-
tovej vojne), antikomunistickd (ti, ¢ o utekali kvoli komunistom, hlavne v roku 1968) a
porevoluc¢na (ti, ¢o sa vystahovali po roku 1989). Medzi tymito vinami st bohuzial priepastné
generacné a myslienkové rozdiely.

Povojnova generdcia uz dnes prakticky neexistuje, pretoze zastupcovia tejto viny uz z velkej
vadsiny nie si medzi nami, nebudem sa rou teda obsirne zaoberat.

Antikomunisti - ktori predstavuju velku ¢ast komunity, st to ludia, ktori mali dosta-
tok odvahy vzopriet sa komunistickému rezimu a emigrovat na zdpad. Vac¢sina z nich presla
vystahovaleckymi tabormi v Rakusku a Nemecku, odkial' sa dostali do Kanady. St rozmiestneni
po Uzemi celej krajiny, s najvacsou koncentraciou v oblasti Toronta, Kitcheneru, Vancouveru a
Montrealu. Z byvalého Cesko-Slovenska utiekli ilegélne a do krajiny prisli na politicky azyl.
Vzhladom na podmienky, v ktorych vyrastali, do Kanady prisli prakticky bez kapitélu a v
zatiatkoch pouzivali vyhody azylového systému, ktory je v Kanade pomerne velkorysy. V
sucasnej dobe maju zastupcovia tejto viny v priemere okolo 70 rokov.

Porevoluéni pristahovalci - st fudia, kt ori sa zo Slovenska vystahovali legélne a do Kanady
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prisli Zit a pracovat na imigracné viza. Va¢sinou su to mladi a vzdelani [udia, ktori museli prejst
prisnymi imigra¢nymi kritériami, ktoré hodnotia vzdelanie, prax a zdravotny stav a priniest so
sebou Startovaci kapital, aby prezili prvy (najtazsi) rok, pocas ktorého sa museli postarat o
vyrieSenie vlastnej existencie a ndjst si zivobytie. Kanada im tiez poskytla asistenciu, ale viac
menej poradenskd, nie financnu, takze sa o seba muselipostara t sami. Tato skupina
pristahovalcov je od predchddzajucej o generaciu mladsia, jej zastupcovia maju v priemere 40
rokov.

Bohuial, zdstupcovia poslednych dvoch imigra¢nych vin 7iju ako keby v dvoch para-
lelnych svetoch, vekovy rozdiel jednej generdcie sa pretavil na mentalnu priepast a napriek
snahdm z oboch stran sa vacsina pokusov o spolupréacu skon¢ila nezdarom. Cest vynimkam.

Prvym a asi aj hlavnym dévodom je fakt, ze zastupcovia antikomunistickej viny od-
chadzali v ¢ase, ked nebola zaplava informécii tak intenzivna ako v dnesnej dobe. Vela z nich
sa snazilo Slovensko vymazat zo svojej pamate, pretoze to bola v ich mysliach krajina, do ktorej
sa uz v zivote nevratia. Ich deti uz dnes bohuzial' neho voria po slovensky, pretoze ich rodicia
sa zamerali na zvladnutie anglictiny, aby mohli v Kanade prezit a oni sami nemohli na letné
prazdniny chodit navstevovat starych rodicov, od ktorych by sa slovencinu naucili. To taktiez
v znacnej miere limituje ich vlastné zapojenie sa do komunity. Tato generacia je vo vztahu ku
Slovensku velmi emotivna, riadi sa heslom“za Boha a za narod” a jej hlavnymi komunikacnymi
prostriedkami su tlac a telefén. Po svojom prichode sa zacali organizovat v réznych spolkoch
a nikdy neprezili pad komunizmu alebo transformaciu komunizmu na kapitalizmus, ¢i rozpad-
nutie federdcie na vlastnej kozi, pozorovali tieto procesy zdaleka a vzhladom na dostupné in-
formacie maju o vela skutocnostiach skreslené predstavy a ich chapanie toho, ¢o sa dnes na
Slovensku deje, je obmedzené.

Porevolu¢na generdcia pozostéva povacsinou zo Slovakov, ktorych zo Slovenska
vyhnala jedna z troch smutne zndmych Meciarovych vlad alebo sem jednoducho prisli preto,
lebo sa doma nevedeli plne profesiondlne presadit. Ako komunikacné prostriedky pouzivaju
vacsinou internet, web, e-mail a facebook. Oni sul tiez Slovaci, ale svoju slovenskost chapu viac
racionélne ako emotivne, nebudu sa hadat o to kto je vacsi Slovak alebo o to kto preskoci
mali dost za ¢asov, ked museli byt povinne pionieri ¢i zvazici. Ich deti ovladaju slovencinu
pomerne dobre, pretozZe kazdé leto navstevuju Slovensko, kde maju svojich starych rodicov a
tam sa ucia po slovensky prirodzenou cestou. Tato generacia vyrastala na Eldne ¢i Moduse a
radi navstivia slovenské kultirne podujatie, pokial im nieco hovori.

Obe generacie maju pre nasu komunitu obrovsky vyznam a pre Slovensko urobili
mnoho dobrého. Bohuzial, spoluprdca medzi nimi je obmedz end, vzhladom nat o, ze si
navzajom prili$ nerozumeju. Ich hodnoty st iné a to ich rozdeluje. Kazd4 skupina Zije vo svojom
vlastnom svete a na seba sa pozeraju ako keby “z druhého brehu’, neuvedomuju si viak, ze tu
Ziadne dva brehy nie st, komunita je len jedna a je nas zdfalo malo nat o, aby sme sa takto
izolovali. Obe komunity si organizuju vlastné akcie a akcie tych druhych vacsinou bojkotuju,
pretoze im ni¢ nehovoria.

Starsi sa na mladsich pozeraju ako na nevychovanych spratkov, ktori sem prisli a idu
im brat to ich vlastné “Slovensko”, ktoré si tu namahavo vybudovali. Pozeraju na nich zboku a
akakolvek akcia, ktora vyboci z “normalu” v momente spusti lavinu hysterickych telefonatov.
v tom, Ze onisttipra vi Slovici amlady ch oznacuju ako “odrodilcov” pripadne
“Cechoslovakistov”. Nevedia prezit, ze Slovensko podporuje cez svoj grantovy systém aj ich.
Neuvedomuju si, Ze dnes tu su, ale zajtra uz nemusia - a ak chct zacho vat kontinuitu svojho
diela, tito mladi st ich jedind moznost ako v nom pokracovat.

MIladsi sa zase na starich po zeraju ako na stratent generdciu, dinosaurov hovo-
riacich zvlastnou slovencinou, ktori si riesia svoje vlastné nezrozumitelné problémy a nemaju
im ¢o povedat. Neuvedomuju si, Ze by mali lepsie nacuvat, pokusit sa ¢erpat z mudrosti a
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historie starSej generacie tak, aby mohli pokracovat v ich diele.

Oba tieto pohlady su scestné, pritom mozno ani netreba vela, trochu pochopenia,
porozumenia historickych suvislosti a tolerancie voci druhej skupine, a vzajomna cesta sa
mozno najde. To je dovodom aj tejto konferencie, preto by som sa na zaver chcel podakovat
Ondrejovi Mihélovi za organizéciu tohto féra a vdm vsetkym zicastnenym za to, Ze ste tu dnes
pritomni. Tym ste dokézali, Ze vdm buducnost slovenskej komunity nie je lahostajnd. Dufajme,
Ze ak aj dnes vela problémov nevyrieSime, aspor ich bez obalu pomenujeme, to by bol dobry
prvy krok.

Dakujem za pozornost!

Richard Stilicha
(Slovak House, Canada.Sk Entertainment)
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Slovenska komunita ako celok v Kanade neexistuje
Vézeny pan velvyslanec, vazené damy, vazeni pani,

definicia slova komunita nas uci, Ze sa jedna o skupinu ludi na jednom alebo via -
cerych miestach, ktori su zdruzeni za spolo¢nym cielom alebo myslienkou.

Ak ideme teda diskutovat o slovenskej komunite v Kanade, ako prvé by sme mali zadefinovat
o koho sa vlastne jedna. Vela prispevkov, ktoré dnes budeme pocut bude rozoberat aktualny
stav a vyvoj z minulosti, ja sa zameriam na pohlad do budtcnosti.

Ak sa drzime zmyslu definicie, tak m6j osobny ndzor je, Ze slovenskd komunita ako
celok v Kanade uz neexistuje. Casy, ked vietci Slovéci vyhladavali spolo¢né miesta stretavania,
spolo¢né hromadné akcie boli podmienené spoloc¢nym ciefom — bojom o samostatnost Sloven-
ska a faktom, Ze novopriselci nutne potrebovali pomoc spolocenstva, su prec. A s tymito ¢asmi
aj minulé dé vody definovat komunitu ako jeden v elky celok. Slovensko je uz 18 r okov
samostatna krajina, novoprisli Slovaci prichddzaju jazykovo zdatni, povacsine uz s legélnym
statusom landed imigranta. Preto sa nemdzeme ¢udovat, ak sa stary model komunity rozpadé
pred nasimi o¢ami rovnako ako Rimska ri3a.

Jednym z hlavnych dévodov existencie komunity je vzajomnda pomoc, ked'si jed-
notlivec nedokaze pomact sam a ako jednotlivec nemdze “prezit”. V minulosti sme boli sved-
kami takéhoto zdruzovania sa v spolkoch, kt orych vacsina posobila ako malé poist ovne a
svojpomocné organizacie. Po zasahu federdlnej vlady zaciatkom 90tych rokov malé komunitné
poistovne zanikli a slovenské spolky odrazu stéli pre otazkou, ktorej dosah si zrejme vtedy ani
nedokazali uvedomit - ¢o dalej. Aky “mandat” by mala organizacia mat.... Tuto otazku defakto
Ziadny zo spolkov nedoriesil a dnes bohuzial stojime pred skutocnostou. ked'spolky prirodzene
zanikaju, respektive maju minimalnu viziu ako pracovat s mladsimi generaciami. Samozrejme,
toto nie je dosledok nepripravenosti ¢i nedostatku snahy, bohuzial doba je nastavena tak, ze
nie je isté ¢i je vobec mozné spolocnu viziu ndjst. A tak sme svedkom zufalej snahy verbovat
¢lenstvo, ked'neexistuje odpoved'na otdzku “preco by som sa mal stat ¢clenom...”. “Lebo sme
Slovaci” nie je odpoved, ktora je pre nového priselca dostato¢nd, organizacii a ¢lenskych
znamok mal dost v komunistickej mladosti, idea ¢lenst va niekde je v jeho vedomi spojend s
raciondlnou logikou. Ak na tuto raciondlnu otédzku nedostane raciondlnu odpoved, zakonite
nema zdujem.

Co vacsina spolkov a skupin, vratane tej imigracne najnoviej podcefiuje, je aj spo-
sob akym sa medzi poslednou imigra¢nou vinou zviditelnit a ako sa “predat”. Castokrat st to
prave jednotlivci, ktorych jednanie sposobuje velké Skody vonkajsiemu obrazu skupiny ¢i
spolku, bohuzial sme svedkami boja proti vietkému inému od f ormy tichej ignoracie az po
verejné aktivne bojkotovanie akcii “tych druhych’, spojené s hysterickym telefonovani m od
Kanady az po Slovensko, dokonca az po vyhrazky fyzickym nasilim... pricom by Uplne stacilo
mat vacsiu a pokornejsiu snahu porozumiet . Toto bohuzial plati pre vietky vekové kategérie
a skupiny.

Sme v3ak svedkami aj Uplne inych situdcii, ked spolok ma charakt er zaujmovej
skupiny — divadlo ¢i Sportovy klub zékonite prildka ¢lenov zo vietkych vekovych a imigracnych
skupin. Takze musime bez zbytocnych emdcii priznat, Ze sa jedna o prirodzeny stav, ked pomin-
uli spolo¢né dovody na zdruzovanie sa, ostavaju dévody zdujmové a tie ma kazdd skupina iné.
Ak by sme mali zmapovat mozné vizie o budutcnosti, dostali by sme sa k tymto moznostiam:
Zjednotenie Slovékov v Kanade v jednej velkej komunite, alebo organizicii — toto je utopicky
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a Uplne neredlny sen. Aky by bol dévod na to aby novoprisly imigrant vstupoval do nejakej or-
ganizéacie? Len preto, Ze je Slovak? Urcite nie.Ti ¢o zazili komunizmus doma maju dost povin-
ného ¢lenstva, vizia ¢lenskych prispevkov a formulérov je negativna a odraduje. Ostévaju teda
vecné a profesijné dovody — ak by napriklad existovala organizacia, kde by nédejny ¢len mohol
najst pomoc pri hladani prace, zdokonalovani sa v jazyku, tak by pravdepodobne ¢lenstvo
zvazil.

Vetky eSte existujuce organizécie v slo venskej komunite v K anade su viak
postavené na narodnostnom alebo kultirnom principe a pr eto ked mlady imigrant polo zi
otdzku —“a preco by som sa mal stat ¢clenom?” odpoved zvéac¢sa nedostane a rozhovor konci
nedorozumenim.

Navyse, Ziadna eSte existujuca krajanskd organizacia neponuka dostato¢ne “ekumenické”
prostredie, kde by vierovyznanie, pohlad na histdriu ¢i ndzor na spolupracu s inymi komunitami
nesposoboval neprekonatelné prekazky.

Zmierit sa s faktom, Ze nova komunita sa vyformuje sama bez toho, aby sme urobili
nejaké $pecialne kroky. Uz teraz vidime, Ze Slovéci v Kanade sa grupuju podla zaujmoyv, nie
podla narodnosti. Uz nevidime organizacie s 1000 ¢lenmi, ale skor malé skupink y, ktoré su
prienik, tymto ludom staéi ich maly ok ruh a st v fiom $tastni. C o v3ak vietky tieto skupiny
potrebuju je pozornost ostatnych skupin a pomoc pri ziskavani prostriedkov na svoju ¢innost.
Preto jedina formalna organizacia, ktori podla moéjho nazoru teraz potrebujeme je profesijna
slovenskd organizdcia, ktora by mala full time zamestnanych profesionalov zdatnych v kanad-
skom prave, s vedomostami ako ziskat granty zo Slovenska, ale aj z Kanady, a prave tato by za-
streSovala vietky skupiny z praktickych dévodov, nie z ideologickych.

Podla nazoru Slovenského Domu existujiica Narodna rada spifa parametre. Jej
mandat je byt streSnou organizaciou, bude potrebné doriesit jej financovanie aby naozaj mohla
zamestnat 3 profesionalov. Otazne je, ¢i ostatné existujuce spolky stale akceptuju Narodnu
Radu ako strednu organizéciu, pretoze tento prerod musi byt dielom nds vietkych a nové
Narodna Rada moze pracovat len s podporou celej komunity.

Ostatné existujuce organizacie by samostatne pokracovali vo svojej ¢innosti podla svojej vole
a cielov, bez toho, aby im stredné organizacia diktovala ¢o a ako maju robit. Mimochodom, to
nefunguje ani dnes a bolo by velkou chybou si mysliet, Ze by ktorakolvek existujtica organizacia
akceptovala iné, ako profesiondlne vedenie zastresujlcej organizcie.

Preto navrhujeme dobre nadefinovat projekt premeny Narodnej Rady na takuto organiziciu,
najst dostatok financii na jej ¢cinnost na prvy rok a predovsetkym zabezpecit, Ze bude naozaj
disponovat profesionalmi.

Mdj osobny nazor je, Ze tak ako Rimska risa po dlhom trvani dospela do bodu, ked
sa jej uloha skoncila a narodila sa nova spoloc¢nost, tak aj slovenska komunita v Kanade zaziva
novy prerod a bude len na nas, ¢i sa budeme stéle citit jej sicast ou a prilozime ruku k dielu.
Pycha a pocit, Ze jednotlivec alebo spolok je drzitelom ultimatnej pravdy povedie do zdhuby,
nie do spoloc¢nej budicnosti. Jedine pokora, snaha spo zndavat a popri t omto spoznavani
re$pektovat “inost” je zarukou prezitia. Ked uz pre ni¢ iné, tak preto, Ze to si hodnoty, na
ktorych je postavena multikultirna komunita Kanady, na ktord sme tak hrdi, a aj vdaka ktorej
este slovenskd komunita existuje.

Pavol Dzacko
Tajomnik Slovenského Domu v Toronte
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»Mame komu odovzdat stafetu?”

Nie som historik aj ked'moje 3ediny prezradzaju skusenosti Matuzalema. O etno-
grafii som sa tu a tam docital a o Slo venskej komunite v Kanade viem z vlastnych zazitkov.
Aka je stcasna pozicia slovenskych komunit v Kanade mam len sporadické informacie, ale dost
dobre viem z mojej 40 ro¢nej ¢innosti, Ze akosi sa vytraca a za¢ina byt takmer neviditelnd. Nase
rady na koncertoch, divadelnych predstaveniach, veceroch poézie, akychkolvek kultirnych
podujatiach sa rapidne zmen3uju. Pionieri, ktori boli pritomni na takmer kazdej slovenskej
akcii zomreli a dokonca aj vina, ktora mala posilnit slovenskd komunitu v Kanade z roku 1968
uz zacina vymierat.

Respektujem Zelanie organizatorov, aby sme sa na tejto konferencii nevenovali his-
torickym suvislostiam, lebo citujem: “minulost je dobre zdokumentovand”. A predsa akosi ma
omina slogan, ktory som sa naucil este v $kole: “Minulost nas uci poznat buduticnost”.

Predsa mi viak dovolte, len niekolkymi vetami nazriet do nasej blizkej histdrie. Kazdy
vazny historik 18.a 19. storocia, ktory sa zamyslel nad emigraciou vyslovil viac-menej nasle-
dovnu vetu: “Nasi otcovia si do emigracie priniesli pracovny elan, dve zdravé ruky, veriace srdce,
slovenského ducha, Bibliu, modlitebriu knizku, pétricky a Tranoscius, aby ich tieto hodnoty
udrzali pri Zivote ako narod, ktory mé hlboké korene vo viere otcov.”

Historici na konci 20. storocia a na zaciatku 21. storocia o emigrantoch pisu: “Novo-
prichddzajuci si do emigracie prindsaju laptop, vela informdcii o moznostiach ako sa presadit
a realizovat”

Ti predtym potrebovali jeden druhého, aby si poméhali v tazkych zaciatkoch a tak
si budovali kostoly, kluby, strediskd, svojpomocné organizacie. Potom sa stretavali okolo tychto
institucii, ku ktorym pribudli obchody, zdravotné zariadenia, vo velkych mestach si vytvarali
malé geta, aby prezili.

Dnesny emigrant nepotrebuje nikoho, vystaci si sam, rychlo sa integruje a nema
zaujem o ni¢, €o by ho pripadne viazalo so sukmeriovcami, lebo chce Zit v anonymite a v zavetri
sveta. Dokonca aj pri s¢itani ludu, kazdych 10 rokov odpovedd na otdzky ako sa citi: raz ako
Cechoslovak, Slovak, obéan Eurépskej tnie, ¢i svetoobéan. A pre nds a nasu komunitu sa v tej
chvili stratil.

Ako tohto Eurépana, ¢i svetoobcana, ktory Zije v anonymite pozvat do slovenskej
spolocnosti a do ktorej? Do tej, ktord sa zdruzuje okolo kostola, ked' uz ddvno prestal verit v
Boha? Do tej rydzo slovenskej, za ktoru sa uz davno hanbi, Ze je poznacena fasistickou, ¢i ko-
munistickou ideoldgiou? Do tej kulttrnej, ktora sa nevie dohodnut na koncepte? Do tej folk-
I6rnej, ktord je sice na urovni, ale doma sme tejto folklérnej kulttry mali toho viac ako dost?
Do ktorej...? A tak ho lakame do kostola, na koncert, do divadla, na poéziu, na zdbavu a nedari
sa nam to. Bojujeme o kazdého potencionalneho krajana, Ze ho mozno oslovi ten, alebo onen
spevak, koncert, divadlo, alebo zabijacka, ¢i divocina. A tak hladame chytdky: To tu este nebolo!
Jedinecny koncert! Pridte a neobanujete! Toto ste este nejedli! Takéto nieco ste este nezazili!
Posedte s nasim nezabudnutelnym spevakom, ktorého si pamatate este spred 45 rokov atd.

Zabudli sme na duchovne bohatstvo néroda, z ktorého sme vysli. Prestali sme si
vazit hodnoty ducha. Prestali sme sa stretdvat a vymenili sme osobné stretnutia a rozhovory
za Cetovanie, pri ktorom nam lahko preleti 4-5 hodin ako voda, ale na stretnutie s priatelmi na
koncerte nam uz cas nev ychadza. Dokonca sme sa prestali reSpektovat, a byt hrdi na svoj
povod. A ked'sa pr edsa len nahodou stretneme uz si nemame ¢ o povedat, lebo sme tak
roztriesteni, tak do seba zahladeni, Z e sme vysoko povzneseni nad tymi, ktori sa snazia este
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nieco tvorit pre svojet..

Kde sa stala chyba? Kde sme zabludili? Je e$te mozné ponuknut jeden druhému kus
spolupatri¢nosti? Dobré a milé slovo? Kus dobrého umenia, ktoré by pookrialo?

Ano je!

My, ktori sa snazime tu a tam ponuknut kus dobrého umenia alebo si len uctit tych,
ktori ¢osi vytvorili a nés Slovéakov prestavili tu v dalekej cudzine mame sv ojich potomkov,
ktorym odovzddme Stafetu?

Ano. Prvoradou Ulohou je pozriet sa na seba. Ako sme disciplino vani. Nezalezi ¢o
robime, aki sme déleziti, ale kt o sme. Myslime to, ¢o robime Uprimne a nezistne, alebo nase
zaujmy su postranné, ziskuchtivé. Skutocne dnes uz nejde o to, kolko nas bude sediet na t ej
alebo onej akcii, ale aké posolstvo nesieme, alebo len jednoducho, ¢o chceme povedat.

Druhou zésadou je, koho ziskame pre nasu pracu, kym sa obklopime. Iste poznate
vyraz: Mdzes priviest kona k vode, ale nemozes ho prindtit aby sa napil” Je niekolko moznosti
ako motivovat. Jedna sa pontika, ked' ma slané jedlo, vysmadol a napije sa s chutou vody. Nasi
sukmenovci ked budu hladni a smadni po duchovnej potrave, ¢i po dobrej spolo¢nosti pridu.
Je velmi potrebné vytvorit hlad po umeni, spolocenstve a ponuknut ozaj cenny zazitok.

Konecne komu odovzdame stafetu dedicstva, aby sme si uctili predkov a tym si uctili
samych seba a tych, ktori nds povzniesli ako narod, pretoze bez nich by sme dnes ni¢ nezna-
menali.

Ako hovori basnik :" Uctite ocov mozole krvavé,
Uctite, ¢o ti Zivotom dobyli,
Nepovolujte kazdy svojej hlave,
Boj bijuc, na ich vstarite si mohyly.

Méj obdiv uznanie a Ucta patri vSetkym, ktori nesetria silami a obetuju svoj ¢as pre
povznesenie ducha a skostného slovenského dedicstva.

Dakujem Vam za pozornost.

Dusan Téth )
predseda kulttrnej komisie, Slovensko Kanadského spolku Milana Rastislava Stefanika

Dusan Téth
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The Future of Slovak Communities in Canada
(A personal view)

1. Slovak Communities

Despite an apparent decline, Slovak communities in Canada are alive and well. Past
and present generations have build and maintained a br oad community infrastructure, in-
cluding churches, organizations, newspapers, radio and TV programs, dance groups, museums,
sports groups (Sokol), and others, that still provide for anybody who is interested the backbone
for engagement and participation in the community life. Although all of the above tools and
vehicles are in a gradual decline, many of their functions have been superseded or enhanced
by the internet, which enables every Slovak in Canada to be connected as never before, and
participate in every aspect of Slovak social, political, professional, cultural, sport, and educa-
tional life in the community and even of the Slovak nation. Coupled with unobstructed travel,
Slovaks in Canada could for the first time live here just as if they lived in Slovakia. Thus, new
immigrants do not need to concentrate in major cities; they can be ac tive and visible from
wherever they live.

However, this could be a wrong approach to the whole topic. Most Slovak Canadi-
ans, myself included, came to Canada to start our new home where we plan to stay, live, work,
raise families, and retire as Canadians. | have no interest in maintaining Slovak ghettos; I'd
rather contribute to Canada and make our new homeland better. Of course, | can do it by ap-
plying my Slovak heritage, because it has much cultural moral and social uniqueness that can
also enhance the Canadian society as a whole. Hence, in my opinion, the Canadian plus Slovak
values are better than just the Slovak alone. Otherwise, one could just take the first plane to
Slovakia and live there happily ever after.

2. Support and visibility

The Slovak community is visible in Canada as long as we also engage and participate
in events of interest for the Canadian community at large. When we develop a top talent that
later becomes visible and well known in the whole city, province or even Canada, everybody
is proud of them. From the times of tennis star Helen Kelesi to the filmmaker Ingrid Veninger,
(not to mention the Slovak hockey players) all such individuals are identified in the mainstream
media as of Slovak heritage. Thus, our community should help develop our young talents to
the fullest, through scholarships, recognition and encouragement. The Canadian government
will financially help Slovaks just like any other group, however, our community leaders must
identify the programs that are available, then apply with quality proposals and when a grant
is received, deliver the goods. For example, Heritage Canada financially supports Kanadsky
Slovak, just like any ethnic newspaper that meets its strict criteria. Slovak Canadian charitable
organizations use the tax advantages to support communities and our youth. Slovaks are vis-
ible and recognized in Canada as never before, in large measure because our identity is no
longer confused by Czechoslovakism.

3. New generations of Slovak Canadians

Despite that most Canadian-born Slovaks no longer speak their mother t ongue,
young generations keep contacts with and awareness of Slovakia through internet and social
media. Facebook, Skype and other social networks provide instant and almost intimate contact
with family and friends, with discussions going on in English, Slovak, German and many other
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languages, and Google translation enables everybody to understand each other. And when
our grandchildren travel to Slovakia, they start to be interested in learning the language and
about our Slovak heritage. Thus, to create opportunities to learn Slovak should be a priority.
Fortunately, internet and the European Union are also coming to the rescue. For example,
www.slovake.eu/sk provides free, interactive Slovak courses for beginners.

4, Expectations

The Slovak community should continue to focus on community social and cultural
events (local and cross-Canada) and engage in quality participation at Canadian-organized
events (such as caravans, festivals, sports and cultural events). | am very doubtful that any new
organization would entice more activity than is being achieved by the existing ones. There
were many new recent initiatives and most have fizzled out. Let’s take the websites that were
launched to connect us all: w ww.slovak.com, www.slovaktoronto.com, www.canada.sk,
www.scnc.ca. and many others are not kept up to date although they started with so much
promise (although several websites do keep current and connect well with the community,
e.g. www.slovakmontreal.com, www.sk-bc.ca and others).

Itis important that new initiatives are based on voluntarism. Those who are wiling
and able to volunteer their time, sacrifice, and even expenses tend to have a much better and
deeper determination and endurance than someone who expects to make a living by becom-
ing a “professional” Slovak.

5. Opportunities

The Slovak community can expect from the Canadian government (and provincial
or municipal) only what is available to any other ethnic group. It is up to the community leaders
to communicate, find out what is available and then coordinate the effort that the Slovak com-
munities or groups can take advantage of such support. However, direct financial support for
ethnic groups is being reduced for quite some time.

The Slovak government is very generous to Slovaks living abroad, and the financial
support from USZZ is truly great, it helps us realize many projects that otherwise could not be
achieved because of a lack of funds. Of course, the demand is greater than what is available,
and only quality projects will succeed. Slovak organizations must work and cooperate with
the USZZ to define the priorities. Focus on providing our youth with opportunities and tools
to learn Slovak is important. So is the project for digitization of Slovak cultural heritage (films,
books, TV programs). Hopefully, all such tools will be available online, thus accessible anytime
anywhere. We should also support the many initiatives and projects organized by the Embassy
of the Slovak Republic in Ottawa.

| am sorry that | could not attend this conference in person. However, my recom-
mendation is to build our future on the existing infrastructure whenever possible. The whole
community should support worthwhile projects and events, regardless of who is organizing
them. Slovaks should also support ‘for profit’events, such as concerts or‘kacacie hody’because
where there is fun and good times, the whole community bonds together better. We, the “old
timers”will support any new initiatives that are focused on the benefit of the Ganadian Slovaks
and our communities across Canada.

Thank you,

Paul Carnogursky,
Black Diamond, Alberta
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Buducnost slovenskej komunity v Kanade
(Osobny pohlad)

1. Slovenské spolocenstvo

Aj napriek zrejmému poklesu aktivit, slovenské komunity v Kanade su Zivé a zdravé.
Predchadzajuce aj sicasné generacie vybudovali a udrziavaju rozsiahlu spolo¢ensku infrastruk-
taru, vratane kostolov, organizacii, novin a spravodajov, rozhlasovych a televiznych programov,
tanecnych skupin, Sportovych spolkov (Sokol), a dalSich, takze kazdy, kto ma zaujem v nich
najde otvorené dvere pre zapojenie sa, Ucasti a tiez oganizovani novych podujati v komunite.
Aj ked vsetky vyssie uvedené organizdcie a institlcie su v postupnom pok lese, mnohé zich
funkcii su dnes nahradené internetom, ktory umoziuje kazdému Slovékovi v Kanade byt spo-
jeny ako nikdy predtym, a zdcastiiovat sa mnohych aspektov slovenského socidlneho, poli-
tického, odborného, kultdrneho, Sportového avz deldvacieho Zivota komunity ale aj
slovenského naroda. Spolu so slobodnou moznostou cestovat mozu Slovaci po prvykrat Zit v
Kanade skoro tak, ako keby Zili na Slovensku. Takze novi pristahovalci sa nemusia sustredovat
vo velkych mestach, mézu byt aktivny a viditelni z ktoréhokolvek miesta, kde ziju.
tane mna, prisla do K anady aby sme tu nasli no vy domov, kde pldnujeme z ostat, byvat,
pracovat, vychovdvat rodiny, a zit na déchodku ako slo venski Kanadania. Nemém zaujem
zachovévat slovenské geta, rad3ej prispejem Kanade aby bola nasa nové vlast lepsia. Samo-
zrejme, mozem to robit s pohladu a hodnot méjho slo venského dedicstva, ktoré ma vela
kultarnych, mordlnych a spolocenskych jedinecnosti, ktoré mozu tiez posilnit celt kanadskud
spolo¢nost. Podla mdjho nazoru, kanadské plus slovenské hodnoty su spolu lepsie ako iba
Cisto slovenské. V opacnom pripade by bolo mozno lepsie nasadnut na prvé lietadlo na Sloven-
sko a zit tam $tastne az do smrti.

2. Podpora a zviditelnenie

Slovenska komunita je viditelna v Kanade najma ked'sa zapajame a podielame na
SirSich podujatiach v rdmci celého kanadského spolocenstva. Ked vychovame $pickovy talent,
ktory sa neskor zviditelni a kazdy jeho/ju pozna v celom meste, provincii alebo v celej Kanade,
vsetci su na taku hviezdu hrdi. Od cias kanadskej tenisovej jednotky Helen Kelesi po debutujicu
rezisérku Ingrid Veninger (nehovoriac o slovenskych hokejistov), vietky tieto osobnosti st iden-
tifikované v masovych médiach ako slovenského povodu. Preto by komunita mala pomahat
naplno rozvijat nase mladé talenty, a to prostrednictvom Stipendii, uznania a po vzbudenia.
Kanadska vldda financne pomoze Slovdkom rovnako ako kazdej inej narodnosti, ale najprv
musia nasi vodcovia zistit, ktoré programy su k dispozicii, potom vypracovat kvalitné navrhy,
a ked'dostant grant, vsetko sltbené zrealizovat. Napriklad Heritage Canada financ¢ne pod-
poruje Kanadsky Slovak, rovnako ako vietky etnické noviny, ktoré spifiaju prisne vlddne kritéria.
Slovenské charitativne organizécie v Kanade zase vyuZivaju danové vyhody pre podporu ko-
munity a nasej mladeze. Slovaci su viditelny a uznavani v Kanade ako nikdy predtym, do
znacnej miery aj preto, Ze nasa identita uz nie je zahmlievana ¢echoslovakizmom.

3. Nova generacia slovenskych Kanadanov

Napriek tomu, Ze vacsina Slovakov narodenych v Kanade uz nehovori svojou ma-
terinskou re¢ou, mladd generdcia udrziava kontakty a povedomie o Slovensku prostrednictvom
internetu a socidlnych médii. Facebook, Skype a dalsie socidlne siete poskytuju okamzity a tak-
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mer intimny kontakt s rodinou a priatelmi, a diskusie prebiehaju v anglictine, slovencine,
nemcine a mnohych inych jazykoch, a Google preklady umoziuju vietkym, aby si rozumeli.
Ked'nase vnucata cestuju na Slovensko, prehlbuju svoj zdujem o studium jazyka a o ich sloven-
skom dedicstve. Preto vytvatat prileZitosti pre stidium slovenciny by malo byt prioritou.
Nastastie, internet a Eurdpska Unia takisto prichadzaju na pomoc. Napriklad www.slovake.eu/sk
poskytuje zdarma interaktivne kurzy slovenciny pre zaciatocnikov.

4. Ocakavania

Slovenska komunita by sa mala nadalej zameriavat na spolocenské a kulttrne po-
dujatia (miestne ale aj pr e vSetkych kanadskych Slovékov) ale tieZ sa k valitne zapdjat do
Kanadanmi organizovanych akcii (napr. karavany, festivaly, Sportové a kulturne podujatia).
Velmi pochybujem, Ze novd organizacia prilaka viac aktivit, ako to dokdzu yie tradi¢né. Vzniklo
vela novych iniciativ a vd¢ina z nich sa v yparila. Zoberme si napriklad internetové stranky,
ktoré nas mali vsetkych spajat: www.slovak.com, www.slovaktoronto.com, www.canada.sk,
www.scnc.ca a mnoho dalSich su dnes zastaralé , bez novej aktualizacie, aj ked zacinali tak
slubne (aj ked niektoré webové stranky su udrziavané a aktualne a dobre spajaju komunitu,
napriklad www.slovakmontreal.com, www.sk-bc.ca a dalSie).

Je dolezité, aby nové iniciativy boli zaloZzené na dobrovolnosti. Ti, ktori st ochotni a
schopni dobrovolne venovat svoj ¢as, namahu, a dokonca aj vydavky maju tendenciu mat
ovela lepsie a hlbsie odhodlanie a wdrz, ako niekto, kto ocakava, Ze sa uzivi tym, ze bude "pro-
fesiondlnym" Slovakom.

5. Prilezitosti

Slovenskd komunita méze ocakavat od kanadskej vlady (a provincnej ¢i miestnej),
len to, o je k dispozicii pre iné etnické skupiny. Je na vodcoch komunity zistit, ¢o je k dispozicii
a koordinovat usilie, ako mézu slovenské komunity alebo skupiny takiito pomoci vyuzit. Avsak,
finan¢nd pomoc pre jednotlivé etnické skupiny je uz na Ustupe.

Slovenska vlada je velmi stedra ku Slovakom Zijucich v zahranici a finan¢na podpora
od USZZ je naozaj skveld, pomaha nam realizovat vela projektov, ktoré by sa nemohli vznikntt
z dévodu nedostatku financnych prostriedkov. Samozrejme, Ze dopyt je vacsi ako prostriedky
k dispozicii a len k valitné projekty budu uspesné. Slovenské organizacie musia priamo
spolupracovat s USZZ a pomoct definovat priority. Zameriavanie sa na poskytovanie moznosti
nasim mladym ludom ucit sa slovencinu je doleZité. Takisto je projekt digitalizacie slovenského
kultirneho dedicstva (filmy, knihy, televizne relacie). Dufajme, Ze vsetky tieto nastroje budu k
dispozicii cez internet, a tak pristupné kedykolvek a kdekolvek. Mali by sme tiez podporovat
iniciativy a projekty organizované velvyslanectvom Slovenskej republiky v Ottawe.

Je mi [Uto, Ze sa nemdzem zUcastnit na konferencii osobne. Avsak, moje odporucanie
je budovat nasu buducnost na existujucej infrastrukture, kedykolvek je to mozné. Celd komu-
nita by mala podporovat hodnotné projekty a podujatia, bez ohladu na to, kto ich organizuje.
Slovaci by mali tiez podporovat komercné podujatia, ako su koncerty, alebo "kacacie hody",
pretoze tam, kde je zdbava a dobra nalada, sa celd komunita lepsie stmeluje. My “starousadlici”
budeme podporovat nové a hodnotné iniciativy ktoré si zamerané na prospech slovenskych
komunit v Kanade.

S pozdravom,

Palo Carnogursky,
Black Diamond, Alberta
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Par myslienok do budtcnosti

Dovolte, aby som sa predstavil, aj ked' ma asi vacsina z vas poznd. Som Milan Popik
a po dobu nejak ych tych 25 rokov som bol jednym z organizatorov slovenského Zivota v
Toronte alebo lepsie povedané v juznom Ontariu. Bol som vedtcim tanecnej skupiny Toronto
Slovak Dancers, podpredsedom Ustrednej Spravy KSL (Kanadské Slovenska Liga), kazdym
rokom v nejakej funkcii v 7.zbore KSL vToronte, vo vybore KSNR (Kanadska Slovenska Narodnd
Rada), v SKS (S vetovy Kongres Slovékov) atd. Inymi slovami myslim si, Ze mam bohatu
skusenost v slovenskom Zivote v Kanade. Mojou hlavnou napliou prace vsak bola praca s
mlddeZou ¢i v KSL, pri slovenskom kostole sv. Cyrila a Metoda, v SKS a tanecnej skupine Posled-
nych 12 rokov som sice mimo priamej aktivity v organizaciach, ale kedze moji dvaja synovia
prebrali Stafetu po mne a stali sa organizatormi podujati v SKNR, nasa rodina pokracovala zit
spolkovy Zivot.

To len na kratke vysvetlenie preco si trifam nieco povedat k nasej téme.

Nasa slovenska emigrécia sa dé rozdelit na tri druhy: ekonomickd, politickd a tych
o isli na skusy. Ti posledni nie su zaujimavi, lebo sa nikde natrvalo neusadili. Ekonomicka emi-
grécia je asi najvdcsia. Politickd zahfha najma emigraciu povojnovu a tu tesne po roku 1968.
Stara ekonomicka a politicka emigracia ma jeden spolo¢ny znak- ani jedna nebola pripravena
na emigraciu. Po 1968 mala sice podstatne viac vzdelanych ludi, ale obe skupiny neovladali
re¢ a vedeli o Kanade a sposobe zivota tu velmi mélo. Preto bolo prirodzené, Ze sa spajali s
rodékmi, aby si vymenili skisenosti a pomahali si v tazkostiach. Preto si zakladali svoje frater-
nalistické organizacie, v ktorych mali Zivotnu poistku a pritom ich spdjali v spolo¢enskom zi-
vote. Vzhladom nato, ze boliveriaci stavali si kostoly a tak slo vencina bola aj nadalej
dominantna re¢, v ktorej sa modlili, komunikovali doma i v spolkoch.

Nejdem sa preberat teraz historiou, ale toto bola emigrécia, ktora postavila zaklad
slovenskym komunitam, ktoré prezivaju doteraz a ona bola t4, ¢o az donedavna podporovala
kazdé kulturne podujatie. Ned4 sa obist skuto¢nost, Ze kazdy kto je zapojeny do organizovania
akychkolvek podujati v slovenskej pospolitosti, ma dnes velké problémy dostat ludi, najma
mladych ludi, na svoje podujatia. V inych referatoch ste poculi samé pekné analyzy stavu a aj
uzévery, kde je asi pes zakopan y. Kazdy z nich mal kus pra vdy. Svojho ¢asu, ked som robil
akékolvek podujatie, nebol problém mat 200 az 600 [udi. Dnes je situcia tochu ind. T4 starsia
generdcia, ktord pravidelne navstevovala vietko ¢o sa v slovenskej pospolitosti dialo vymrela
alebo este doziva svoju starobu a ich deti sa do slo venského Zivota nezapdjaju. SU mnohé
priciny preco, ale asimilacia bude asi hlavnou z nich. Problém je, Ze v snahe naucit sa lepsie
po anglicky, v ich rodinach sa vytratila slovencina ako dorozumievaci jazyk a tym aj kontakt s
dovezenou kulturou zo Slovenska. Mladi ludia, ktori nehovoria po slovensky predsa nep6jdu
na slovenské divadlo, poéziu alebo aj slovensku zdbavu, kde sa spievaju slovenské pesnicky.
Aj ked existovali slovenské skoly pri réznych kostoloch, tam kde sa doma do volilo, aby deti
rozpravali s rodi¢mi anglicky, kde sa pozerala len anglicka televizia, aj keby rodicia chceli udrzat
slovenské zvyky, ostalo to obycajne pri zachovani iba €asti vianocnych zvykov. Takze je len
prirodzené, Ze slovenska kultura dalSej generacii ni¢ neho vori a zdujem o fiu je po véacsine
nulovy. A tam kde zostalo ¢o i len trocha zdujmu, miesané manzelstva dalSej generdcie len
urychlili proces asimilacie. Ano, boli a sd v ynimky, ale tie budtcnost slo venskej komunity
nezachrénia. Toto hovorim o druhej, ¢i tretej generacii slovenskej emigrécie v Kanade.

Dnes je tu v3ak aj no va vina emigrantov a su pek né referdty o tejto skupine a
pricindch nezdujmu tejto skupiny o organizovany zivot. Je to dnes naozaj pocetna skupina,

28



BUDUCNOST KANADSKO - SLOVENSKEJ KOMUNITY A JEJ MIESTO V KANADSKOM PROSTREDI

ktord sa sporadicky stretava na malych rodinnych partdch, ale o pravidelnt pracu je len maly,
pracou zabezpecenou pred prichodom do Kanady. Mnohi z nich tu uz niekoho po znali a tak
na zaciatok nepotrebovali sa obracat na slovenské kostoly ¢i organizacie o pomoc. Nemali
hlbokd vieru, aby v prvom rade hladali slovensky kostol a tak ten navstivia az ked' pride mamka
alebo otec na ndvstevu, alebo ak potrebuju krst alebo iné sviatosti pre svoje deti. Je pravdou,
Ze prvych desat rokov si tito mladi ludia hladaju svoje miesto v kanadskom Zivote, zakladaju
si rodiny a tak na organizovanu aktivitu im nevychadza Cas.

Nuz toto je sucasny stav ako ho ja vidim. Ako dalej? Myslim Ze je zbytoc¢né sa bavit
0"vytiahnuti zo skrifi”tych, o sa stratili v kanadskom svete. O tom rozpréavala Margita Dvorska,
predsednicka KSNR dlhé roky, ale bez Gspechu. Mozno sa podarilo v ytiahnut ich na jedno -
dve podujatia, ale “kosaty strom”z nich nevyrastol. Na oZivenie slovenského verejného Zivota
je potrebné zaangazovat tych mladych, ktori este slovenského ducha maju a maju zdujem o
organizovany zivot. Samozrejme najst takych ludi nie je lahké, lebo vodcovia sa nerodia kazdy
den. Ak sa vsak taky najde, je potrebné mu vyjst ako sa len dd v Ustrety a podporit ho v jeho
Usili bez toho, aby mal pocit, Ze ho chceme vlastnit. Samozrejme je nato potrebna velka Ciastka
trpezlivosti tych, ktori eSte v organizaciach pracuju, lebo mladi v elakrat neradi pocuvaju
ponaucenia starsich. Bolo by potrebné pomoct im napojit sa na existujuce aktivity, aby priniesli
do nich svoj vplyv alebo pomoct im zorganizovat podujatia, o ktoré by mali zaujem.

To neznamena, Ze vsetci teraz budu chodit do divadla, na koncerty, hrat futbal i
hokej. Ak sa viak ndjde zdujem o nejaku aktivitu , poraditim, ako z vlastného v yZitia moze
vzniknut nieco vacsie. Pomoct im, aby ak sami chcu nieco zorganizovat citili, Ze maju podporu
komunity, ktora tu existuje. Ked' sme v roku 1969 ako novi emigranti zacali hrat futbal pri jazere
v parku“Sunnyside’, vtedajsi Ligari ndm ponukli ¢i nechceme trénovat cez zimu a na jar vstupit
do Torontskej futbalovej ligy. A tak sa zrodil futbalovy tim SLOVAKIA, ktory po niekolko rokov
reprezentoval slovensku komunitu. Liga ndm sponzorovala dresy a prispela na kopacky a po
rozbiti zopér okien na Ligovej Hale, na jar 1970 sme hrali Torontsku ligu. Poc¢ujem, Ze aj dnes
mladi maju skupinu ¢o sa stretava na futbal. Oslovil ich niekto? Mali by zdujem? Uz niekolko
rokov je tu hokejové muzstvo, ktoré hra Torontsku sutaz, ale okrem seba nikoho nereprezen-
tuju. Organizacie o nich vedia, ale oslovil ich niekto? A tak je to s divadlom, ¢i inou aktivitou.
Nieco sa zrodi a s nadSenim sa to aj predvedie verejnosti v jednom meste, ale Uspech zlyhd v
nezdujme komunity. Raz pre nedostatok reklamy, raz pre Spatne zvoleny cas predstavenia,
inokedy jednoducho, Ze ich nikto nepozna a tak nevie ¢o od nich oc¢akdvat. Ludia si neuvedo-
muju, Ze je lahsie ignorovat podujatie, ktoré robi niekto koho nepozndme, ako ked'ho robi
priatel. Ak ti, ktori s schopni nieco dobrého urobit, budu patrit do nejakého spolocenstva a
zacnu tam pracovat, je velmi dobra $anca, Ze toto spolocenstvo ich podpori, ked budu r obit
nieco oni sami.

Nie, slovenska komunita tohto ¢asu v Toronte, ¢i inych véacsich mestach, kde Slovaci

Ziju, nie je mftva. Stdle sa tu niec¢o deje, ale nie je to urobené tak, aby to komunita mohla
podporit.
Svojho ¢asu prvy slovensky velvyslanec v Kanade pan Hykish sa vyjadril, Ze kanadski Slovaci
su “rozbiti’, lebo maju vela spolkov. Ja som mu oponoval, Ze Slovéci v Kanade su pospdjani v
zaujmovych skupinach. Co im déva identitu je, Ze svoju aktivitu prevadzaju ako Slovéci. Len
minuly tyzder mladi nad3enci, o ktorych som ani nevedel, Ze existuju, urobili koncert na pocest
skupiny Elan. A boli vyborni. Dali do toho vela usilia a Groven bola, ja si myslim, velmi dobra,
ale zostane to asi pri tom jednom koncerte. Bolo tam do 150 ludji, ale mohlo byt 5-krét tolko,
ak by im niekto pomohol.

Pan Martincek, honorarny konzul, spomenul, Ze slovensky Zivot by mal byt riadeny
ako biznis. Ze je potrebny reprezenta¢ny vybor, ktory by mal pod dohladom reprezentaciu
Slovakov v Kanade. Ma pravdu, ale myslim, Ze netreba,vymyslat koleso”. Dodnes este existuje
KSNR a aj ked'je akosi nefunk¢na, lebo ek ludi, ktori st v jej vedeni poznacuje jej aktivitu. Tato
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organizacia existuje a jej meno je este v spisoch kanadskych uradov ako organizacia reprezen-
tujuca vacsinu Slovakov. Jej zaktivizovanie alebo obnovenie by umoznilo znovuobnovenie
stykov s vladou a s inymi etnickymi organizaciami v Kanade. Mozno by bolo dobre pozriet sa,
Ci je moznost ju zaktivizovat v prospech aktivit a naplnenia potrieb novej emigracie. Ak ano,
usetrilo by sa vela starosti, ak nie, potom zvézit ako postavit takyto vybor nanovo.

Je to Uloha nie lahkd, najma ked'si uvedomime, Ze este aj dnes su v existujucich oganizéacidch
[udia, ktori si myslia, Ze len oni robia spravne, len oni su ti sprévni Slovéci a ak svet nepojde tak
ako oni chcu, tak radsej nech zahynie. Nuz takyto pristup neprilaka ani starsich ludi niet o
mladych.

Dnes tato konferencia mala mat podporu Uradu pre zahrani¢nych Slovékov. Je to
hanba, ale zésahy a klebety neprajnikov nasej organizacie na Slovensko dokazali ohovorit or-
ganizatorov tohto stretnutia a potrebu tohto podujatia v o¢iach predstavitelov Uradu, ktori
zacali pochybovat o spravnosti podpory. Preto sme sa rozhodli im ich grant vrétit a urobit toto
podujatie z vlastnych zdrojov. Ale prepacte mi ak poviem, ze prave kvéli takymto ludom, aki
bojovali proti tomuto stretnutiu, mladi udia novej emigracie medzi nas nepridu. Budu si aj
nadalej robit svoje vlastné aktivity v malom, tiez zo svojich vlastnych zdrojov, ale v priatelskom
ovzdusi a slovenskd komunita hoci pocetnd, ak nezmenime svoje spdsoby, pre svet okolo nas
existovat nebude.

Ako dalej?

Je potrebné, aby existujlce organizacie vykorenili zo svojich radov sebecké motivy
a pokausili sa znovu o komunikaciu medzi sebou a v ytvorili atmosféru priatelstva a podpory
jeden druhého, nie podozrievania a nenavisti, ak chct existovat aj nadalej. ReSpekt voci ndzoru
druhého a ochota si ho wpocut je nevyhnutna vlastnost v kazdej spolo¢nosti, ale je absoltitne
nevyhnutna, ak chceme aby niekto chcel medzi nas prist a aj s nami zostat.

Ato je myslim bod, na ktorom méZeme zacat pracovat, ak chceme, aby nasa ratolest
naroda sa znovu rozzelenela.

A v tom nech nam Pan Boh pomaha.

Milan Popik

Milan Popik
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The faraway Slovak grandchildren of Thunder Bay

What is the current state of the Slovak community in Thunder Bay, Ontario,
the former Fort William and Port Arthur towns which after World War | housed the
largest number of Slovaks in the country?

As something of an outsider, | believe that | can address this question. My heritage
is typical of the average member of the Slovak Canadian community in Thunder Bay, in that |
have one parent who has a Slovak background and one who has a different, in this case, Scan-
dinavian background. Regarding the Slovak heritage | enjoy and respect, | am actually from
my grandfather's side a fourth generation Slovak and from my grandmother's side a fifth gen-
eration Slovak. Slovaks have been coming to Thunder Bay since 1885, and by now, are well in-
tegrated into the multi-ethnic community of this city. In fact, unlike the Italian and Ukrainian
immigrants who also came here in the earliest days, Slovaks inter-married at a much more fre-
quent rate. Therefore there are many citizens living here who may trace their background to
Slovak ancestors, but only an estimated 2,500 or so left who self-identify as Slovak on the cen-
sus. This city had active immigration in the 1880s, the 1920s, the late 1930s, after the second
world war, and to a lesser extent after the events of 1968. After that time, immigration was
sparse, and oftentimes the families or individuals only stayed long enough to establish them-
selves in the new country and then moved on to larger cities like Montreal, Toronto or Van-
couver.

What does this mean to the Slovak community in Thunder Bay?

It means firstly, that the largest number of Slovaks in the city actually came here
after World War Il and are now seniors. It means that there are few young people who have in-
timate, personal knowledge of Slovakia and who are willing to step into the shoes of those
who have built, held positions and have contributed to the organizations and events that the
Slovak community used to entertain. Despite that, those few who remain involved are ex-
tremely dedicated but it is difficult to keep things afloat without active and growing member-
ship, and to do so in the way that it was done in the past, ( that is, in the Slovak language), or
for the same motivations that were important at one time (such as keeping alive the culture
of a nation which was denied nationhood, or supporting each other as fellow immigrants in
"the same boat" in terms of finances, ability to speak English and navigate the social rules and
laws of a new country.).

What other factors play a role in determining the future of the Slovak com-
munity in this area?

One huge factor is the sheer distances between communities in Canada. To provide
some perspective, | can give personal examples which illustra te this. When SLUK came to
Canada they went to Folklorama in Winnipeg and | had to travel 800 km to attend their per-
formances. That is much further than someone in Bratislava travelling to Warsaw (518 km) for
instance, and yet Winnipeg is the nearest city to Thunder Bay. To attend this conference itself,
| would have travelled for over a day and a half for 1,377 km (more than the distance from
Bratislava to Moscow) and to travel to the Slovak communities on the east and west coasts of
Canada it would be a staggering 2, 456 km to Vancouver or 2, 002 to Halifax. That is driving of
course, and | could fly but the cost for Thunder Bay flights to Toronto or Vancouver are more
than the cost of flights from Toronto to Bratislava (unless one gets a super sale deal and is
lucky). So, one can see quite easily that Thunder Bay, like many other cities across the country,
is quite isolated from the other Slovak communities. Just because something is happening in
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Toronto or Hamilton does not mean that Thunder Bay Slovaks could easily share in it, even
though we are all technically in the same province of Ontario.

With little new immigration and an aging population of actual Slovak immi-
grants, what are the effects on the Slovak community?

This has resulted in the prominence of a few, very dedicated individuals who deal
the lion's share of the organizing, liasioning, working and producing for this community. Al-
though many once regular events and some organizations have died or discontinued, the ones
which remain are almost all peopled by the same persons. The list of current organizations is
: Canadian Slovak League branch, president Peter Suffak, Vice President Joe Spavor, Secretary
Angela Meady; St. Peter's Slovak Catholic Church, Trinity Lutheran Church, Jednota Branch,
Zenska Jednote.

The Liga has a small number of members who meet iregularly but are still "holding
on" to represent Slovaks in this city and are willing to take on event-planning as it may present
itself. We do not have any regular events but have responded to occasional opportunities as
they occur. The Jednota and Zenska Jednota have only a few members remaining, although
many still receive the newsletters. Neither Trinity nor St. Peter’s has a Slovak pastor or priest
although each recognizes the historical importance of the Slovak immigrants in their devel-
opment and ongoing support. As a small example of this | can point out a @mment made by
Very Rev. Pat Stilla who opined that "All the churches in town hate it when St. Peter’s has a
special event because all of the Slovak in town show up and the choirs and pews are empty at
their churches that week." In other words, not everyone who has a Slovak background attends
the Slovak churches ; they instead attend the churches nearest their home. Likewise, St. Peter's
church has inherited a congregation of different ethnicities - many Italians, some French and
some Ojibwa who live near that church, so the congregation is quite different than it was
through to the 1960s and early 70s.

All of this division and dissolution means that it is difficult to act as a group and to
get information out to all of the persons in the cit y who might be int erested in attending a
Slovak event or being a member of an organization.

Also, as some families are into the sixth and seventh generation since their ancestor
came to Canada, there are fewer and fewer who can speak Slovak fluently or who have a real-
istic appreciation for Slovak culture since they are not regularly exposed to it. For certain, every-
one here has some exposure to the language and culture - the degree of this depending on
their own family's adherence to tradition and interest in keeping it alive - but with some per-
sons my own age who are now interested in genealogy | find that many have a very limited
understanding of Slovak history or Slovakia today. For instance, some may remember a grand-
parent talking about coming from Orava and they believe that this must a town or village.
Their knowledge is broken and incomplete.

Nevertheless, whenever there has been a Slovak event in the city it has always been
well-supported. There is a thirst for "all things Slovak" here and the desire and will to provide
for this but not the bodies and monies We cannot travel to a nearby centre to satisfy this thirst,
nor has the larger Slovak community ever come to us. Also, since we are historically an impor-
tant centre for Canadian Slovak history, we have sometimes been visited by researchers, in-
terviewers and Slovak and Slovak Canadian media. We have cooperated fully, but we seldom
see the results of these efforts as the researchers or camera crew leave and do not send us
copies of articles, copies of the interviews, or even let us know when the television program
will air in Canada. This can lead to a sense of being taken for granted or not treated with the
same respect we afford those who come to us for information.

What would the current Slovak community benefit from? What would you like
to see happen?

These are some ideas which | think culd be beneficial or appreciated. Due to timing
and my being in Europe at the time of this conference | was not able to survey the community

32



BUDUCNOST KANADSKO - SLOVENSKEJ KOMUNITY A JEJ MIESTO V KANADSKOM PROSTREDI

for more ideas but as this is just the beginning of an ongoing dialogue , | would be happy to
do so in the future and provide more ideas as well.

+ English language programs related to Slovak culture - since so few are fluent here any
longer

- informational programs which could provide a better understanding of Slovak culture -
such as a visit from a professional dance group or choir, a travelling exhibit of kroje or other
traditional crafts and arts, a workshop on kraslice or other activity (from Slovakia)

« genealogical assistance for those looking to connect to their roots - particularly from the
Bytca archives, but also general information about how to research in Slovakia etc.

- use of technology to propagate information about Slovakia and to reach younger people
who use Internet and the social media f or both research and daily connecting and net-
working. If there is a event which is accessible and appealing to young people, the current
FaceBook or other tool is the way to promote it to youth.

« the whole Canadian Slovak community would benefit from a more prominent position in
Canadian news and politics. The current government policies which govern grants and
other funding are very much geared to addressing the formerly ignored Aboriginal com-
munity or to appeasing the French community. One has to stand out and stand up to be
noticed and make an extremely persuasive case to even get noticed by the Canadian fed-
eral or provincial government agencies. Their mandate is very different than it was circa
1967 when the focus was multiculturalism and European immigrants were the largest im-
migrant groups. Any current attention paid to multiculturalism would most likely be fo-
cused on the recent immigrants - Chinese, Vietnamese, Sudanese, Tamil etc. or on visible
minorities rather than well-integrated seven generations-old Slovak Canadian communi-
ties such as ours.

Finally, | think that Thunder Bay, which has Canada's oldest remaining Slovak church,
the oldest intact Slovak community and well over a hundred years of history, does have a key
role to play in preserving and presenting and sharing Slovak Canadian history. But it should
come out of this community or be done in- concert with this community rather than seeing
our old photos and memorabilia flow out to various agencies as it has in the past, and rather
than seeing our seniors interviewed and filed away never to be seen or heard in our own com-
munity. We have often had to assert our role to other, larger cities to make the voices of our
ancestors heard so that they might be properly recognized and honoured as the pioneers that
they were. Thunder Bay could be easily overlooked as it is not a capital city, near other impor-
tant cities or as active in Slovak Canadian activities as we used to be - that means that new im-
migrants may have no idea what was here and is here to know about.

I do not know what the future will bring to Slovaks in Canada but I am glad to see
thatit is being discussed and that ideas are being shared for developing future strategies which
could support and strengthen us as a distinc t group for both Canada and our homeland of
Slovakia. There are elders with information and knowledge; there are young people with strong
limbs and enthusiasm and there is technology to help broach the vast distances between cities.
With this there is hope, and with cooperation between Slovakia and Canada there is continuity
and reciprocation. At one time, the Slovaks in Thunder Bay built their own church and they
also provided the money for churches to be built in the villages they had left behind. They sup-
ported two families both here and abroad and lived in two worlds in many respects. We do
not want to see that precious connection severed and invite Slovakia to now assist an older
community like Thunder Bay with educational and cultural resources to allow those "far away
grandchildren" to re-discover what it means to be Slovak.

From Angela Mikita Meady, Thunder Bay, Ontario
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Future of the Canadian Slovak Community and its Place in the
Canadian Environment

Unfortunately, | was unable to attend the conference September 17, 2011. None
the less with this document | am passing on my views regarding our Slovak community in
Windsor. Please note that these are my personal views as the Director of the Slovak Domov-
ina Dancers of Windsor and | hope they are helpful.

1. Windsor still has an active Slovak community. We have two dance groups: Roz-
marin, which has children from the age of 5 to 15 and Domovina with dancers from 15 years
of age and up. We have three Slovak parishes in Windsor: St. Cyril & Methodius Slovak
Roman Catholic Church, St. Michael’s Slovak Byzantine Catholic Church and Nativity
Lutheran Church. Unfortunately, both St. Cyril & Methodius and St. Michael’s are currently
without a parish priest leaving our Slovak community in Windsor in a state of turmoil but
definitely not invisible. Attendance at our churches has decreased over the years but this is
a sign of the times and a trend within all churches as we see many closures and many put on
the market.

2.Domovina is a member of the Multicultural Council of Windsor and Essex
County and is quite active in our community. Each year we participate in Windsor’s annual
ethnocultural festival, Carrousel of the Nations, as well as in their other programs and en-
deavours. This gives us the opportunity to showcase our culture and present it to the com-
munity at large. We are also invited to perform for other groups. The programs the
Canadian government offers are available to all groups, not specifically Slovaks or any one
particular group, which is as it should be. It is up to each group to find out what programs
and benefits are available. | believe there were more grants available to cultural groups in
the past than there are today. However, our youth groups should get more support from
our Slovak community rather than rely on the Canadian tax dollars.

3. Slovaks are definitely not an invisible minority in Canada. In Windsor, the Slo-
vak community is well known. Many sports figures, especially hockey players, are promi-
nently identified as "Slovak” especially since the formation of the Slovak Republic.

4. We do not need more organizations--that’s not the answer. We need the exist-
ing ones need to reach out to our youth and offer more support. The English-speaking Slo-
vak generation, if interested, will become involved in the life of the Slovak community but
not necessarily in the same way as in the past. They were often made to feel intimidated
and out of place by the Slovak-speaking community and find other ways to become in-
volved through today’s modern technology. Computers, Internet, the web, Facebook,
sports, etc. play a more prominent role in their lives today and they are involved in a more
personal way rather than through organizations.

5. For Domovina in Windsor, funding is always an issue and fundraising is always
in the forefront. Currently, Windsor’s employment level is at an all-time low and fundraising
is very difficult. However, | don't think this should be an issue of the Canadian government.
The Office of Slovaks Living Abroad has been very generous with grants but | believe their
funding has decreased over the years also. We are very thankful for their past support .
However, grant applications are very time consuming and | do feel more specific guidelines
are needed. Itis difficult to fill out a grant application when there are no criteria given and
you have no knowledge of the basis on which funds are awarded. Often several groups will
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apply for funds for the same purpose--one group is awarded funding while another is not.
Why? If a certain amount is allotted for a specific purpose then perhaps funds should be dis-
tributed among the applicants rather than one group receiving funding and another noth-
ing for the same purpose with no explanation.

Respectfully submitted by

Irene Timko, Director
Slovak Domovina Dancers of Windsor

Blanch Martincek Hanecak (top) and Anna Zapletal (bottom)
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Poznamky z pohladu Slovensko - kanadského kulturneho
spolku

"Vazeny pan velvyslanec, vazené predsednictvo, vazeni pritomni,

chcela by som podakovat usporiadatelom za zorganizovanie dnesnej konferencie
aza pozvanie sa jej zUcastnit. Je to doleZity krok, ktory Slovensko — kanadsky kulttrny spolok
a ja osobne si vysoko cenime a o¢akdvame dobré vysledky.

Moje kratke poznamky k bodom, ktoré boli uvedené pre dnednu diskusiu by som
povedala: v prvom rade potrebujeme mat medzi nami respekt, uctu a toleranciu jeden pre
druhého, aj pre iné spolky a ich ¢lenov, bez ohladu na to, o ktory spolok ide, ¢i naboZenské
vyznanie. Kazdy ¢lovek md pravo na svoj nazor i ked je iny ako ten nas. Vietci dobre vieme, ze
casto sa rozsievaju medzi nami nezodpovedne nepravdivé slova.

My Kanadania, slovenského pévodu, méme vela ¢o ndas spéja. Nase Slo vensko,
[ubozvucnt re¢, kultdru nasich rodicov, prirodné krasy krajiny, kde sme sa narodili, a o ktorej
nam basnili cely Zivot. Bohata klenotnica, z ktorej mi ¢erpame ako su fudové tance, kroje,
hudba, spev, st stcast skoro kazdej oslavy v nasej slovenskej komunite. Chyba ndm, ale sloven-
sk literatura a slovenské filmy. Taky filmovy festival by mohol byt ldkadlom pre mladych a
prilezitostou ako poznat nielen minulost, ale aj su¢asny Zivot ndsho naroda.

Je preto podla mna déleZité sustredit sa na veci, ktoré nas spajaju a dokonca je
mozné, Ze sa nieco jeden od druhého aj nau¢ime! S finan¢ného hladisk a, kazdy spolok ma
svoje vlastné zdroje, niekedy dost skromné. Chcem zddraznit, ze Slovenska televizia, ktord sluzi
nam vsetkym, nutne potrebuje finanénd podporu nielen od nas, ale aj od Uradu v Bratislave,
ak si ju chceme udrzat. Vyzyvam vsetkych pritomnych, aby tak urobili.

Pokial'ide o finan¢né prispevky kanadskej vlady pre slovenské spolky v Kanade, to
je otazka, ktora si vyzaduje zvlast uvahu. Myslim si, Ze zastupcovia z kazdého slovenského
spolku by mohli spolo¢ne vypracovat koncept, co vlastne potrebujeme a jednotne to predniest
na patri¢né oddelenie.

Pre informaciu, nas Slovensko - kanadsky kulturny spolok je majitelom pozemku v
Mississauga, kde poriadame rézne podujatia cez jarné a letné obdobie. Nase letovisko, cize
Koliba Park, bolo zaktipené v roku 1946 a sluzi nielen nasim ¢lenom. RO zne slovenské a iné
spolky, jednotlivci, atd. si prenajimaju nase priestory a tak slizime aj v erejnosti. Je to oboj-
stranne uzito¢né a pre nas nutny prispevok do nasej pokladne. Udrzba a naklady st vysoké.
Ziadnu finanénu podporu nedostavame, musime byt sebesta¢ny.

Vzdy sme ochotni pomdct kde treba, ako napriklad pre Slovensku televiziu, ked sme
ponukli nas Park a Kolibu zdarma pre dobrt spolo¢ni vec. To je vdacnd spolupréca, a radi
pomoézeme, kde mozeme prispiet.

Rada vypocujem v3etky nazory prednesené dnes. Verim, ze spolo¢nymi silami sa
podari nielen zachovat to slovenské ¢co mame, a na ¢o sme hrdi, ale i zvysit Uroven, ked budeme
spolupracovat. Na zaver by som chcela navrhnut, Ze takéto stretnutie aké je dnes, by malo
pokracovat aspon raz do roka a aby sa konalo vToronte ¢i v najblizsom okoli a aby sa z dnesnej
konferencie vytvoril novy vybor pre tento ucel.

Anna Zapletal, predsednicka,
Slovensko-kanadsky kulturny spolok, Toronto
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Personal view on Slovak community in Canada

| came to Canada as a child in 1962 from Yugoslavia. | am half-Slovak and half-Ser-
bian but these intrinsic facts are not central to my identity, my sense of self. | consider myself
a non-hyphenated Canadian.

| am many things —aw oman, a Christian, a family member (daught er/sister
aunt/niece/cousin), a writer, an executive assistant, a West Toronto resident. How important
are each of these aspects of my identity? In what ways do they affect my daily reality, the shape
and texture of my life? How do they impact my decisions and choices — how and with whom
| spend my time?

My life experience — needs, interests, dreams, lifestyle — will be very different from
that of a 25 year old immigrant from Slovakia today. Yes, we share a connection. | love to hear
Slovak spoken by strangers in the street (though | hear Serbian more often A) Because | care
about these people who ar e ethnically ‘relatives’ and now citizens of my country (Canada), |
would like to offer some thoughts and ideas for consideration at this conference.

Some Questions that need to be asked and answered
(1) What do Slovak Canadians have to offer to Canada that is unique?

This is the 21st century, and almost everything is considered in terms of ‘adding value'
Everyone asks “what’s in it for me?”. To say that we deserve a grant of tax $$ just for being
Slovak is not sound reasoning. We live in Canada and our tax $$ support our life here, re-
gardless of the ethnic group from which we originate.

(2)  Slovak Canadians are not a large group and they are scattered. What will unite
them?

For Slovak immigrants who came to Canada early in the 20th century, life was hard;
so these small pockets of immigrants banded tbgether, forging community from the com-
mon bonds of language and religion (Catholic or Lutheran, for the most part).

For today’s younger immigrants, the common bonds are language and, possibly, an
urban lifestyle, and certainly a broader international outlook.

As a group, they are less concerned with historic elements of culture, and what ear-
lier immigrants experienced. That cannot be a focal point in events planned for today’s
Slovak Canadians. It can be a part of an event, but you need to appeal to their current sit-
uation and ‘add value’ - in other words, do something practical and add the cultural ele-
ment for flavour.

IDEA: Sponsor a seminar — financial planning; starting a business in Ontario; buying
your first home — and market it specifically to Slovak Canadians. Hold it at SCIC and have
a display of art or photos by Slovak Canadians (eg., Ondro Mihal’s photos). Play Slovak
music, etc.

(3)  What motivates the current Slovak immigrants to come to Canada? It's important
to know this if you want to relate to them.
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Today’s Slovak immigrants already speak English. Their focus is on creating a good
life in Canada. They are interested in job opportunities, nice homes and a comfortable
lifestyle for their families — the same things people from other countries who come here,
as well as native Canadians, desire and pursue.

Older Slovak Canadians had to fight to hold onto their language and religion and
they institutionalized these as cultural goals. Today’s immigrants are not interested in work-
ing to hold onto their‘heritage’and ‘culture’; they are simply a part of their identity.

IDEA: Rather than focusing on what sets them apart (where they come from, their
past) look at where they are and where they want to go. Organize a symposium featuring
successful Slovak Canadians in different fields (Arts, business, government) and ask them
to share their story. Again, use cultural elements as a backdrop (music, art, displays). Look
for inexpensive venues (a large church hall perhaps) and spend y our funds on a stipend
to speakers and light refreshments.

(4)  What can be done to encourage them to participate in Slovak Canadian cultural
events? What's in it for them?

Young people today - regardless of where they are born, move to and live — are
very much alike. They want to work, earn money, live comfortably, socialize with other
young people, and pursue general interests such as sports and entertainment.

IDEA: They want to ‘experience’ life, so making them: sit still for hours for a concert
or lecture won't work. You need to use audio visual media, have variety, and let them be
involved. Develop an interactive web page at www.slovak.com and advertise it to recent
immigrants. Connect with them in practical ways and they may become interested in at-
tending cultural events later.

Get to know these young Slovak Canadians, and ask them for ideas about mean-
ingful ways of celebrating their Slovak heritage and culture here in Canada. Relationship
building is key to reaching younger people of every ethnic group. They crave honest au-
thentic interaction and will not tolerate being talked at.

(5)  How is being Slovak relevant to them, in their lives here in Canada, today? | have
no idea. Ask them.

IDEA: On the website, create a questionnaire on this subject. Advertise it. Review
and analyze the results. Chances are they WANT to participate in something like this but
no one has asked them.

It's a small world

The world is becoming more homogeneous and the lines we draw to separate our-
selves are based less on ethnicity than on geography, religion, politics, economic status, inter-
ests, etc. White Europeans living middle-class or better are all similar to each another. Those
who are different stand out: poor people from developing nations and visible minorities - who
are just that, visible, so it's harder for them to 'blend in' (though | believe that most of their
young people sincerely want to do just that).

Distinctive - but how?
Slovak immigrants are, for the most part, white and statistically Christian. So are Italians, Ger-

mans, Ukrainians, Greeks, Brazilians, etc. Those ethnic groups have a stronger presence and
influence in Canada simply because there are more of them. Some have made a more obvious
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contribution - Italians, for example, built many of the city’s roads, homes and buildings decades
ago.

Young Slovak immigrants today are easy to overlook and, | would venture to say, do
not ask for or expect preferential treatment. Their strong desire is to fitin. Yes, they cling to
their language and elements of their culture. Their children speak Slovak. But, as time goes by,
this will change. As their children become mainstream Canadians, the last remnants of their
Slovak identity will fade — even more quickly than was the case with my generation. (I am old
enough to be a mother to these 20-30 year old Slovak immigrants of today.)

Plan of Action - Next Steps

Look at some of the ideas pr oposed above. Brainstorm others. Choose one. Start
small and go from there.

My suggestion is to engage Slovak Canadians in a simple way — establish a connec-
tion. Do it via the website and advertise (Slovak TV, newspapers, emails, posters at churches,
restaurants, flyers, word of mouth).

SIMPLE QUESTIONNAIRE: Rather than developing, announcing and advertising an
event, start by gathering information. Connect with new Slovak Canadians and say, “We want
to find out about your priorities, interests and needs, as Slovak Canadians. Tell us how we can
help you” Demonstrate an interest in forming a relationship with them, and they will espond.

Questions should include:

« What are their immediate goals living in Canada? For themselves and for their chil-
dren?

« What types of events or activities would you be interested in participating in/at-
tending?

- What ideas do you have about preserving your Slovak language and culture for your
children here in Canada?

+ How can older, established Slovak Canadians best help younger/newer immigrants?

Slovak immigrants have immediate needs that are more pressing and important to
them than cultural events. They may or may not be interested in history (and the experiences
of earlier immigrants, our grandparents and parents). But | firmly believe that once a connec-
tion is established and r elationships begin to form, and the two groups interact, this will
change.

Yes, the gap between the two groups — philosophy, outlook, lifestyles and needs —
may be wide, but it is not unbridgeable Each group should respect, appreciate and learn from
the other. Common ground — language, history, culture — should be celebrated in ways that
appeal to both. Both groups need to have input as to the best ways to do that.

Some ideas for events for Slovak Canadians:

(1) Interviews with Slovak Canadian 'artists' whether painters, poets, musicians, ar-
chitects - on video, or live and in person. Gasual refreshments and a meet-and-mingle
atmosphere, rather than formal dinner or concert will be more appealing to younger
folk.

(2) Invite someone ‘famous' from Slovakia that Slovak Canadians would be interested
in meeting - for a lecture or concert, with person meet-and-greet time.

(3) If you find a common theme - some topic these recent immigrants are interested
in finding out about (some element of lif e in Canada), arrange for a seminar. If the
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speaker is Slovak too, great; but if not, that's OK. The idea is bring the Slovaks together.

For example, financial planning, how to start a small business in Ontario - something
like that.

(4) Organize an outing and in vite only Slovak Canadians (and their families and
friends) - e.g., bus trip to an apple orchard (owned by Slovaks?).

(5) Organize a Crafts Fair, or a Swap Meet (like a bazaar, but it's bring and trade, not
buy) or an Entrepreneur's Fair (where Slovaks who have a business or skills to offer/sell,
eg., website design, photography, sewing, jewellery making) and have a booth, meet
and mingle. Charge a small fee to participate, a small entrance fee, sell inexpensive
refreshments.

Advertise it widely and encourage people to come.

In my experience, younger people today want to participate and experience life. They want to
be and do. They will not just sit and listen. Interactive events are what they will respond to.

Leaving a Legacy

Our grandparents and our parents came to Canada to make a better life for their
children. By and large, they have succeeded in this.

What will the history books say about the Slovak immigrants coming here today?
More importantly, what do these young people want to be remembered for? Perhaps we
should work backwards from there.

Conclusion

There’s a lot to think about and discuss. A ‘top down’approach should be discarded
in favour of a‘grassroots’ approach. In other words, reach out - talk and listen - to the people
you wish to serve (i.e., recent, young Slovak immigrants).

Once the information is compiled and thoughtfully analyzed, develop a simple plan
of action, based on two or three key goals. Avoid scattering resources. Two or three things
done with excellence will succeed more surely than a diverse range of projects designed to
appeal to a broad group of people (e.g., Slovak immigrants living in Canada).

Resources — people, money, time — are limited. Make the best choices and put in
the best effort. Success will beget further interest, which will inspire new projects, which will
contribute to future success.

One thing is for certain: the future cannot be served by replicating the past. As one
of my favourite Christian teachers, Joyce Meyer, says: “you can't keep doing the same thing
and expecting a different result.”

| wish the conference success in its endeavours, and | would be happy to offer my
assistance (for example, designing a questionnaire, writing emails, landing page, etc.)

Thank you and God bless you all.

By Vera (Vierka) Petkovsky — September 14, 2011
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Personal thoughts and comments on the Slovak Community in
Canada

| thank you for this opportunity to speak to you this afternoon to share with you some of my
views on the status of the Slovak community in Canada. | was born and raised in the Greater
Toronto Area, and my whole life revolved around the Slovak community in Canada. As a life-
long parishioner of Sts. Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church, participant of the Toronto Slovak
Dancers, and member of many Slovak organizations, | have witnessed many of the realities
that have hurt our community in the past, and continue to plague us today. In my opinion,
our problems seem to be centralized around the following obstacles:

« Lack of Identity in the Canadian Ethnic Community — We need to be more active in
promoting our culture and heritage to the Canadian community. This includes: be-
coming more active in various ethnical councils across Canada; become more involved
in the federal and provincial political arena; and begin interacting more with other
ethnic groups.

+ The Overlap in Mandates of Many Slovak Organizations — It is not enough for all of
our existing organizations to want to promote Slovak Culture and Heritage in our Cana-
dian environment. We need our organizations to be more specific. We need our ex-
isting organizations to become more active in the different aspects of our community.
We need to start welcoming and helping new Slovaks that find their way to our com-
munity, encouraging our young children to participate in Slovak Folklore, and Slovak
Schools. We need to continue looking for opportunities to bring our youth together
through dance, song, theatre, and sports. We need to bring our young parents to-
gether so that they can share experiences of how to keep Slovak in their households.
Furthermore, we cannot forget about our aging c ommunity members that have
worked hard over the years to keep alive our Slovak passion.

« Active Participants in Existing Organizations Are Limited — Many of our organizations
are stretched too thin with active participants. There never seems to be enough peo-
ple to plan, promote, and organize activities, and the people that we do have, struggle
with dividing their time between multiple organizations. Often this results in an unfair
time allocation to all of their commitments, which leads to a lack of productivity and
effectiveness.

« Stop Fighting Among Ourselves — One of the main reasons why our young people
do not want anything to do with many of our existing organizations, is because of all
the bickering, arguing, complaining, and fighting that takes place within the organi-
zations, or among organizations.

The good news is that there is hope, although it will take a unified effort. We have the infra-
structure in place with our existing organizations to correct the course our community is head-
ing in. The Slovak Canadian National Council has tried to unify our community by bringing
our various organizations together. For over 25 years, they have tried to promote and represent
our Slovak community throughout Canada, and provide a platform where open communica-
tion between organizations can take place. We have a Slovak Heritage Museum, an Institute
that has been documenting our Slo vak Canadian history. We have a number folklore dance
groups, a Slovak School where our children can learn to speak and read Slovak. We still have
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a number of Slovak churches that can still be used as a gathering place. The list goes on and
on, but changes do need to take place, and soon.

Now, I'm not saying that | have all of the answers, but | do have a few suggestions to help get
our community on track.

- First off, we need to unify our organizations. Each of our organizations plays a very
important role within our community, but we need to work together if we want to
survive in the years to come. No more fighting among each other, but rather establish
a unified purpose and goal f or all organizations that are willing to participate, and
begin working for the good of our community, and not just for ourselves.

- Community events need to be organized for all members of our ¢ ommunity,
whether they belong to an organization, or not. We need to reach out to all ages, but
focus on our youth and young children. They are the future of our community whether
we like it or not.

« We need to improve communications between organizations, parishes, and our
community as a whole. We need to start taking advantage of Social Media Sites, like
Facebook, that keeps many of our young people already connected. We need to sup-
port sites like CANADA.SK that sends out emails effectively to spread news of upcom-
ing functions.

« We need to hold more conferences like this one that will provide a venue for open
discussions and sharing of ideas. We need to try our best to bring all interested parties
to the table for this discussion, so that we get representative from each of the different
aspects of the community we are trying to reach.

« Finally, we need to support our churches. They have always been the foundation
and gather place for our community in the past, and can still be a valuable r esource
and meeting place on a more frequent basis.

The truly hard part is putting these thoughts into action. It will take time, money, resources,
but most of all people. We need to start looking for any individuals in our community who
are passionate about the community, and their Slovak heritage. We need to support them,
and encourage them to let their passion touch others, regardless where that passion takes
them. We need to be open-minded, and be willing to work together.

Thank you.

Mark Popik
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Buducnost s pohladu sv. Pavla v Toronte

Vazeny pan velvyslanec Slovenskej republiky v Kanade,
péan honordarny konzul Slovenskej republiky pre provinciu Ontario,
vazeni pani a damy, priatelia:

Pozvanie na tuto konferenciu som necakal. Bol som prekvapeny, ked som ho dostal.
Slovd, Ze je konferencia urcend pre vietkych sucasnych alebo minulych, formélnych aj nefor-
malnych komunitnych lidrov, sa ma nedotkli.

Avsak, slova “hrdych na svoju domovinu, ktori chcu prispiet k buddcnosti
Slovékov v Kanade”, ma pohnali k rozmyslaniu. Preto som dnes sem prisiel . Uctivo zdravim
véetkych a kazdého z vas.

Osemdesiatka sa mi Skriabe na chrbét a o niekolko mesiacov ju uz z vazov nezhodim.
S domovinou to mam trochu pomotané, ale na méj domov som hrdy. Ja som Slovak. Slovensko
som navstivil v Zivote raz a pobudol som tam dva t yzdne. Predsa na svoj slovensky pdovod a
na dedicstvo po mojich predkoch som hrdy a taky zostanem. Na vysvetlenie poviem tolko:

Spolu s rodi¢mi a dvoma mladsimi sestrami, pred patdesiatimitromi rokmi, ako
dvadsatsest ro¢ny som prisiel do Kanady z Juhoslavie. Tento $tat uz nejestvuje. Moji rodicia,
ale ajich rodicia sa narodili v Rakusko- Uhorsku. Tento sStat ddvno nejestvuje. Moj pra-pra-pra-
pradedo v mojej rodnej dedine uz Zil v roku 1797. On a Siesti dedincania svojimi podpismi sa
zarucili dat ucitelovi na evanjelickej cirkevnej skole vyssi plat, aby u nich zostal a vyucoval deti
po slovensky. To bolo v risi rakiskeho ciséra. Ani tato risa uz nejestvuje.

Moja rodna dedina vo Vojvodine na terajSom mieste jestvuje uz 266 rokov. Slovaci
v nej ziju 260 r okov. Ja som hrdy na svoj domov, na méjho pra-pra-pra-pradedu, ktory pred
215 rokmi dbal, aby aj v novej domovine na Dolnej zemi, v mojej rodnej dedine, pracovala
slovenska skola. Ak rozumiete re¢, ktorou sa k véam prihovédram, tak porozumiete, ked' poviem,
Ze namahu mojich rodicov a mojich davnych predkov sija osobne ctim a vazim.

Sme my, tu v Kanade Zzijuci Slovéci, bez ohladu v ktorej pristahovaleckej vine sme
sem prisli, naozaj ochotni spolocne pracovat a kazdy svojou hrivnou prispiet k budtcnosti
Slovakov v Kanade, v nasej novej domovine?

Pochybovati povedia, Ze sa to nikdy nestane. Ano, ¢asto sa medzi sebou hasterime. Neprajnici
Slovakov vzdy hrali na tuto kartu. Vonkajsim obratme chrbat. S priatelmi si pohovorme, a
povedzme im, aby nabuduce aj oni prisli medzi nas a po vedali svoju mienku. Pred desiatimi
rokmi sme dokdzali, Ze to vieme urobit. Projekt “Slovaci v Kanade” — vystavy na Slovensku a
vo Vojvodi—ne, publikacia knihy “Slovaci v Kanade svojimi o¢ami” - bola ndro¢nd praca a po-
darila sa. Lebo sme pracovali spolu, ako jedna velka rodina - ako slovenska komunita. Odvtedy
sme sa akoby rozdelili. Ziskali sme tym nieco? Niektori... moZno, ako jednotlivci.

Ako slovenskd komunita v Kanade? Sotvaze.

Nemam krystalovu gulu jasnovidca, aby som mohol predpovedat cestu, ktorou
pbjdeme po tejto konferencii. Ak vas to bude zaujimat, a méze ndm i pomoct pri hladani
spolo¢nej cesty, spomeniem nieco zo svojej skdsenosti.

Som uz viac ako pétdesiat rokov ¢lenom evanjelického a.v.cirkevného zboru sv. Pavla v Toronte.
Zbor bol zaloZeny v roku 1942. Odvtedy sa sluzby boZie konaju po slovensky, kazdu nedelu,
uz sedemdesiat rokov. Viaceré pokusy o uvedenie angli¢tiny do bohosluzieb sa nepodarili. Ani
pokus predat majetok (kostol a faru) a pripojit sa do v elkého anglického zboru sa nepodaril .
Clenstvo sa jednoducho nechce vzdat materinskej rei a viery otcov - svojho najvzacnejsieho
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dedicstva. V tomto predsavzati su cirkevnici takmer jednotni. Krizové situdcie boli. Kazda svojim
spbsobom zbor poskodila. Ale zdravé jadro zboru zostava jednotné a v tej hiizevnatej svornosti
je jeho Zivotaschopnost.

Nenacim sa klamat. Podla toho, ako sved¢ime kto sme, i na pracovisku, i deti v Skole
a v hre, aj my v spolo¢nosti nasich kanadskych priatelov, tak sa vzpierame tomu, ¢comu raz
podlahneme - asimilacii do kanadskej spolocnosti. Podla toho, ¢i propagujeme, branime, ked'
nacim, vietko Co je slovenské a so Slovenskom suvisiace, bude Zit aj slo venskd komunita v
Kanade. A sved¢it mame, musime silne, hlasne, s presvedcenim. Lebo imigracia mladych ludi
zo Slovenska do Kanady je mal3, starsi sa rychlo tratia....K noci sa chyli.

Skromné poznamky k navrhnutym témam konferencie:

(1) Kazdy pristahovalec do Kanady zakotvi tam, kde niekoho pozn4, alebo kde sa mu
ponuka praca. Toto mozeme len mélo ovplyvnit.

(2) Slovenska komunita v Kanade by mala hovorit jednym silnym hlasom. Chceme sa
my dat dokopy a domahat sa, co nam patri? Bolo by nacim.

(3)To, Ze nekri¢ime, neplaceme, nepélime policajné autd, nevybijame v

mestach vykladné oknd, nekradneme zbozie v obchodoch, neplanujeme nezakonité
akcie — tuto obycaj si zachovajme. Ale nau¢me sa aj my zastat do radu, ked'sa aj z
nasich dani rozdévaju peniaze. Patria aj nam a potrebujeme ich. Bohatych mecenasov v
komunite nemame.

(4) Kazda generacia sa o seba postara. Nemali by sme mladych nutit k nieCcomu, ¢o ich
nezaujima. Podporme ich a pomé6zme im v rdmci nasich moznosti, ked' nas oslovia.
Mozno sa dobrovolne pripoja.

(5)V Kanade platime dane, tu mame Ziadat granty. Ak ndam ich ponuka aj Slovensko,
akokolvek skromne, treba to vdacne prijat a nekritizovat.

A tiez méZeme povedat, aby ndm neposielali omnipotentatorov a staro—nové oSumelé
velic¢iny. Bez nich sa nebudeme nudit a Slovensko uspori.

Sthrnom:

« Nominujme 11 0s6b do reprezentacného vyboru Slovakov v Kanade

+ Viykonny vybor nech mé 5 oséb

- Tento vybor urobi plén prace na buduci rok 2012

- Vypracovat harmonogram slovenskych podujati (napr. aby neboli tri v jednu
sobotu)

- Vypracovat portél Slovdkov v Kanade, aby hovoril jednym hlasom za nas vsetkych
Neodkladat, ale zvolat podobnu konferencie v priebehu dvoch mesiacov

Jan Petkovsky, predseda slovenského evanj. a.v. CZ sv. Pavla v Toronte
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Future of the Canadian Slovak Community and its Place in the
Canadian Environment

Note: | believe that to build a future, you must know; understand; respect; and acknowledge
the past and present. If there is no history, there is no credibility.

| agree our Community history is documented, but in what language? Can Cana-
dian- born Slovaks read it? Are Slovak immigrants interested? Obviously important factors
are missed. Permit me to recap: begin with, the Community has always been united according
to times and needs of immigration. Early settlers in Fort William and Port Arthur, Slovak pio-
neers of the late 1800s and early 1900s, banned and worked together. Faith, volunteerism,
work ethics were their tools.

In the 1920 they followed suit, and settled in major cities, like Montreal, Toronto,
Winnipeg, and reaching out to smaller settlements immediately focussed on forming Slovak -
Roman Catholic; Greek Catholic and Lutheran Parishes. These were the pillars on which a om-
munity was built and now stands. Together they congregated and looked for ways and means
to deal with the Social and Cultural needs. Answer need for Organizations: eg.The Canadian
Slovak League, First Catholic Slovak Union; Slovak Catholic Sokol, Canadian Slovak Benefit So-
ciety, Clubs and Cultural groups who provide programs of interest, wide scope of experience
laid the structure to welcome all immigrants and serve as role models for future generations.

Participation and involvement

Working with all levels of Government, during the 1930’ they experienced the de-
pression, and still were determined to developed these organizations, branch out to cities and
town in all provinces. Motto“For God and Nation” Objective: Retain and Promote Slovak Chris-
tian Cultural Heritage and Unique Identity.

1940’s As Slovak Canadians, young men and women joined the Canadian forces
fought and died. We, at home worked made bandages, and raised funds to purchase an am-
bulance for the Red Cross.

In the 1950’s the Community welcomed with open arms the Displaced persons, from
Slovakia and helped them to settle in Canada.

1967 focus was on Celebrating Canada'’s Centennial. Preparation began 1963. Slo-
vak Canadians joyously responded to Mayor Drapeau’s invitation, and actively participated.
Sacrificing thousands of volunteer hours, hosting just under 2,000 visit ors from all over the
world. Results — A magnificent three hour Cultural Presentation, “Yesterday - Today & Tomor-
row” with 300 performers from across Canada and over 10,000 in the audience.

1968 again the Community rallied to welcome the refugees from Slovakia. Com-
munity Leaders went to Ottawa and lobbied the government for help. They succeeded, with
food, clothing lodging, health care, language courses etc. Organizations sponsored dinners,
banquets and one on one, assistance for individuals and families.

1971 - The Slovak World Congress came into being. It was a unifying voice for Slo-
vaks in Diaspora and all Slovaks rejoiced.

The same year, Multiculturalism came into effect — and our community was ready.
Folk Art Councils sprouted in all cities across Canada. Slovaks became active participants in
these Councils. Until to-day we continue to participate, and openly introduce and promote
our unique Slovak identity and Culture.
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1984 —The Territorial Committee of the Slovak World Congress, incorporated as the
Slovak Canadian National Council and since then serves as our official unifying force in Canada.
Adhering to its mandate, and always working with and through the existing organizations,
much has been achieved.

The fall of communism in 1989 brought drastic change for our Community. Com-
munity and individual focus was turned on to the land of our Anc estors. The borders were
opened families were reunited.

Slovak Independence was fantastic for our Community in Canada - finally no one
could confuse or deny our identity.

1 —There is no question - Slovak Communities exist in all parts of Canada. Predom-
inantly in the same areas, however cities have expanded, with many suburbs, linking
them to other cities. Relocation is necessary due to employment, economics, or edu-
cation, therefore distances are greater. None the less we have and are a very viable
and active community.

2 — Our responsibility is to follow in the footsteps of our forefathers. It is up to us to
continue to lobby, get involved in programs available to all Canadians, in accordance
with Government agendas. To be givers and not just takers!

3 —We are not an invisible minority! Only if we choose to be.The doors are open. It
is our responsibility is to accept invitations from all levels of Government, participate
at every opportunity, mingle with fellow Canadians and be vocal. We must be willing
to sacrifice time, energy and personal finances.

4 — We do not need a special organization for this purpose.. We have established or-
ganizations and groups, with a variety of interesting programs to fulfill the social and
cultural needs of the community. Their open door policy welcomes anyone who is
sincere and is willing to offer and share their talents and expertise for the benefit of
the community. We need and want continued unity and strength — so encourage
newcomers to join, volunteer, contribute to the decision making progress, take on
leadership-rolls. We need continuance and perseverance.

5 — We are challenged with distances which incur time consuming travel and com-
peting with extra curriculum educational and sport activities. We need to encourage
youth and adults to make every effort to learn the language, participate and support
all Slovak activities. Utilizing modern technology still strengthen communication, be-
tween all generations. We also need to fully cooperate with organizations on this con-
tinent and with the O ffice of Slovaks Living Abroad, and the World Association of
Slovaks Living Abroad, both in the Slovak Republic.

Respectfully submitted
Conference held
September 17th, 2011

Margaret A. Dvorsky
President, Slovak Canadian Heritage Museum
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Buducnost s pohladu Club Vojvodina
Véazeni pritomni, ddmy a pani,

dakujem Palkovi DZackovi, Ze nas - klub,,VOJVODINA" - pozval na tuto konferenciu.
Klub dolnozemskych Slovakov z Vojvodiny, ktori Zijeme tu v Toronte a okolo Toronta, je ako
velkd rodina. Nie je nas vela, ale sa este vzdy stretdvame, a dost ¢asto. Raz do roka, obycajne v
juli, klub “VOJVODINA” urobi piknik, na ktorom su vietci Slovdci a Slovenky, aj ich priatelia
Kanadania, srde¢ne vitani.

Este viac sa str etdvame po domdcnostiach, s pribuzn ymi, ale aj so susedmia
kolegami na pracovisku, Slovakmi i Kanadanmi; rozprava sa zvac¢sa po slovensky. Ked hosta
zaujima, trpezlivo mu na jeho otazk y odpovieme, a aj podr obnejsie snad'ako by si prial,
vysvetlime ¢o znamend Slovak, ¢i Slovensko. A myslim si, Ze by sme tak mali robit v3etci, ked
mame k tomu prileZitost.

HIa, preco tak myslim. Myslim si, Ze je vSéeobecne zname (aspon by tak malo byt),
Ze Slovaci odchddzaju zo Slovenska do sveta uz viac ako tristo rokov. Na juhu Dolnej zeme sa
osadili pred 266-imi rokmi. My sme ich potomkovia. Z Dolnej zeme sme prisli do Kanady, tu zi-
jeme od roku 1923.

Do historickych slovenskych spolkov v Kanade sme sa zaclerovali uz od pociatku,
hoci v menSom pocte, predovsetkym do kostolov a ndbozenskych zhromazdeni. Toto je druhy
pripad v nedavnych rokoch, ked sme boli verejne pozvani, ako klub,VOJVODINA®, na stretnutie
slovenskych spolkov v Kanade. Pred dvoma rokmi 7. zbor KSL ur obil v budove “Kanadského
Slovaka” vysta—vu a stretnutie s ¢lenmi klubu “VOJVODINA". Pridlo viac ako 200 fudi. Bolo to
pekné stretnutie - “Ako sa nepozname*- Zialbohu, aj dalej sa nepozname.

Na velkom letnom pikniku, ktory zorganizovala Kanadské Slovenska
Liga pred dvoma mesiacmi, som stretol priatela Slovaka. Pozname sa viac ako tridsa t rokov.
Po pozdrave mi hovori:” Michal, méte tu velmi pekny park”. Pri vchode do parku - pekny kus
zeme, vhodnej pre stretnutie aj par tisic ludi - je velka tabula s nadpisom KARLOVAC, chorvatsky
park.

Toto sa opakuje casto a vzdy mi to urobi dobrud naladu. Osoba Zijuca v Kanade, alebo
na névsteve zo Slovenska, mi hovori “Vy ste z Juhoslavie a ja vas dobre rozumiem!” Usmejem
sa, a iba si pomyslim “Bodaj by si ma nerozumel, ved'rozprdvam po slovensky”.

Bolo by dobre, keby sme si uvedomili, bez ohladu odkial zo Slovenska, ¢i odinakial
pochddzame, akym dialektom ¢i prizvukom rozpravame, do ktorého kostola chodime alebo
nechodime, do ktorého spolku ¢i klubu patrime alebo nepatrime, sme Slovéci ak tak citime a
koname. A slovencinu, ktord nas naucili nasi rodicia, ¢i stari rodicia, si vazme a budme na nu
vzdy hrdi. Ja som.

Klub“VOJVODINA” pracuje vy3e 35 rokov. Sidlo je vToronte, Ontériu. Po pikniku roku
1983 sme poziadali vladu Ontaria o po volenie, zalozit klub. Pravo na zaloZenie sme dostali
podla korporacného zakona provincie Ontério, diia 4.janudra roku 1984, pod cislom 567630.

Ako ciel sme si urcili: zoskupovat osoby slovenského povodu, predovset—kym z Vo-
jvodiny v Juhoslavii, udrzovat kultdru a zvyky rodného kraja, organi—zovat spolocenské a
kultdrne podujatia aj s in ymi etnickymi skupinami, or ganizovat spolocenské stretnutia,
kultdrne vystavy a iné spolocenské cinnosti pre ¢lenov klubu i nasich kanadskych priatelov.

Ked'nds bolo viacej, stretli sme sa aj 120-ti na tanci a na pikniku nds bolo aj do 200
0s0b. Dnes je situdcia ind. Novi emigranti neprichadzaju, starsi z nas zomieraju, mladsi sa pos-
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tupne asimiluju a stracaju medzi Kanadanmi.
Poznamky ku piatim témam tohto seminara:

( 1) Vase ohodnotenie situacie, v ktorej sa slovenskd komunita dnes v K anade
nachddza, sa kazdému nemusi pacit, ale zodpoveda danej skuto¢nosti. Povazujem za
0s0zné, aby slovenska komunita v Kanade mala:
- reprezentacny vybor, povedzme 7 az 11 ¢leno v, ktory by bol hlasom c elej
slovenskej komunity a autoritativne by hovoril za nas vietkych ku kanadskej vidde
a jej zastupitelstvam;
- aby tento vybor hovoril za celt slovenski komunitu aj ku slovenskej vldde a jej
zastupitelstvam, ¢i odpovedal, ked vlada Slovenska hovori k ndm, priamo alebo
cez jej zastupitelstva;
- reprezentacny informacny dvojjazyény portél, SLOVACI v KANADE, ktory by hov-
oril o nds vietkych a za kazdého z nds;
(2) SU medzi nami viaceri, ktori su presvedceni, Ze dobre reprezentuji nasu komunitu
v Kanade. Avsak prisiel ¢as na vymenu straze. Novo-staré veli¢iny a pristup k praci
treba vymenit novymi osobami a novym pristupom k préci.
Na pociatok, navrhujem konat podla ( la) a (Ib) hore.
(3) Nev ynimame sa ani farbou pleti, oblekom, ani spésobom Ziv ota od vacsiny
Kanadanov. Hovori sa, Skripajuce koleso polievaju vodou, ¢i olejom.
Treba skusit hlasne vizgat, ale jednohlasne. ( Zase, (la) hore).
(4) Chulostiva, trdpna, ale mimoriadne délezita otazka.
Tento problém patri mlad3ej, anglicky hovoriacej, ale este slovensky citiacej generdcii.
(5) Vystriet ruku a ¢akat, ze ndm nieco do nej spadne automaticky, tu ¢i odtial, vari
nepostaci. Najprv sa musime my dohodnt, ¢o nasa slovenskd komunita v Kanade
potrebuje, aby sa nestratila.

Michael Pavlis,
Predseda, Club Vojvodina, Toronto

Michal Pavlis
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Nieco o Slovakoch vo Vancouveri a v okoli.

Zijem v kanadskej provincii Britska Kolumbia vy3e 25 rokov a spolupodielam sa na
Zivote viacerych slovenskych komunit vo Vancouveri a v okoli. Som administratorom webového
portalu www.sk-bc.ca, ktory som pomenoval Portal slovenskych komunit v BC a zodpovednym
redaktorom slovenského ¢asopisu Slovo z Britskej Kolumbie (w ww.sk-bc.ca/pdf), ktory vy-
chadza od decembra 2007 zhruba 3-4 krat do roka.

Napriek tomu nemédm ani mandat ani pravo hovorit v mene zZiadnej zo slovenskych
komunit zijucich v BC. P reto nasledovné riadky treba citat nie ako opis skut o¢nosti, ale skor
ako sa skutoc¢nost javi z mojho obmedzeného zorného uhla.

Patrim do slovenskej farnosti sv. Cyrila a Metoda v New Westminster v Britskej
Kolumbii. Sme najzdpadnejsou slovenskou farnostou na oboch americkych kontinentoch,
daleko od Toronta, daleko od Montrealu, daleko od provincie Ontario, kde je asi najvacsia kon-
centracia slovenskych emigrantov. Sme vsak Zivou farnostou. Minuly rok (2010) sme oslavili
50. vyrocie zaloZenia nasej farnosti. Pocas celych 50 rokov vo farnosti Gicinkovali slovenski knazi,
40 rokov to boli slovenski jezuiti, potom otec Jozef Menus a teraz je to otec Juraj Kopanicky z
bansko-bystrickej diecézy.
strane niekto moze spolu so slovenskym porekadlom prehlasit, Ze ,Kazda liska svoj chvost
chvali®, na druhej strane vsak kazdy névstevnik nasho kostola si méze vSimnut, Ze sa pocas bo-
hosluzieb slovensky spev mladych farnikov z chéru miesa s detsk ym krikom a placom, Ze sa
malé deti, ktoré sa sotva naucili chodit, motaju pri podavani svatého prijimania pod nohami
starych krivkajucich farnikov. Sme Zivé farské spolocenstvo, v ktorom plac¢i malé deti a drobizg
sa zvedavo mota okolo oltéra s otazkou v ociach “Co sa to tam deje?”. Pan Boh zaplat.

(pozri tiez Farnost sv. Cyrila a Metoda mojimi o¢ami, 10. Cislo ¢asopisu Slo vo z BC, str. 2,
http://www.sk-bc.ca/files/Slovo_10_Ir.pdf)

Popri duchovnych, ndrodnych, kultdrnych a spolocenskych aktivitach, ktoré sa deju
vo farnosti sv. Cyrila a Metoda v New Westminstri, krajansky Zivot prebieha aj v inych krajan-
skych komunitéch. Viaceri krajania su aktivnymi ¢lenmi Ceského a Slovenského Zdruzenia vo
Vancouveri, ktoré organizuje rodinné, spolocenské a Sportové podujatia. Mnohi rodaci su ak-
tivni v Slovenskom polovnickom klube sv. Huberta, spolupracuji pri ndcviku divadelnych hier
divadla“Za Rohem”alebo su ¢lenmi hudobnej skupiny Bohemian Express.

Z aktivit jednotlivcov, ktori prispievaju k obohateniu kultirneho a spolo¢enského
Zivota (nielen) slovenskych emigrantov treba spomentt Viano¢né vecere a koncerty, ktoré or-
ganizuje so svojimi priatelmi pan Dr. Viktor Neumann, stretnutia a diskotéky, ktoré usporadiva
pani Marika Kovalcikova, ¢asopis Slovak Heritage Live, ktory vydava pan Vladimir Linder a
Casopis Slovo z Britskej Kolumbie, ktory so skupinou nadSencov vydava pan Jozef Starosta.

Krajanské spolky ako 1.Slovenska Katolicka Jednota a Kanadska Slovenska Liga,
ktoré boli velmi aktivne v uplynulych desatrociach a ktoré zohrali pozitivnu Ulohu a postavili
zéklady sucasného krajanského Zivota, nie sui v dnesnych dioch viditelné.

Emigrantsky Zivot Slovékov vo Vancouveri a v okoli nie je viak staticky. Co tym chcem
povedat je, Ze sa nesklada iba zo “zabehnutych” aktivit a podujati akymi su slavenie sviatkov
liturgického roka vo farnosti sv. Cyrila a Metoda v New Westminster (Vianoce, Novy rok, Velka
noc, Cyrilo-Metodejské oslavy), fasiangové, letné, katarinske a silvestrovské zabavy, pikniky,
volejbalové, futbalové stretnutia, obchodné poduijatia, vianocné vecere, predviano¢né predaje
ru¢nych préc, detské vecierky a iné. Medzi novymi emigrantmi sa vzdy ndjde jeden-dvaja, ktory
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pridu s novym eldnom, s novymi ndpadmi a pokusia sa zacat nie¢o nové, popripade obnovit
daco, ¢o tu uz bolo.

Tak tento rok vznikla tane¢no-spevacka skupina ceskych a slovenskych Zien a dievcat
ako aj spevacky miesany zbor. Obe skupiny vystupili na Eurépskom festivale v Burnaby, kde
Uspesne reprezentovali Slovensku a Ceskd Republiku.

Na adresu tych komunit a jednotlivcov (spomenutych aj nespomenutych vyssie) ,
ktori organizuju podujatia pre nasincov Zijucich daleko od rodnej krajiny v anglicky hovoriacom
prostredi pan Dr. Neumann v 12. ¢isle ¢asopisu Slovo z BC, str. 14,

(www.sk-bc.ca/ files/slovo_12_lowres.pdf) hovori:

“Vysoko si vdzim vsetky aktivity (spomenuté vyssie) a hlavne ludi za nimi. Viem z vlastnej
skusenosti, kolko usilia, ndmahy, volného Casu a taktiez financii je treba na zorganizovanie
kazdého takéhoto podujatia. Ti, ktori to robia, robia to z nezistnych dévodov, nie je za tym
Ziadne osobné obohacovanie alebo iné vyhody, ako si mozno mnohi ludia myslia. Je to
poctivd prdca pre nasuk omunitu, pre oZivenie jejducho vného, kultirneho a
spolocenského Zivota”.

Tolko k su¢asnému duchovnému, kultirnemu a spolocenskému Zivotu Slovakov zi-
jucich vo Vancouveri a v okoli. Ur Cite by sa dalo vela rozpravat aj o inych strdnkach emi-
grantského Zivota, o problémoch osamelych [udi, o situdcii starntcich a star ych ludi, o
hmotnych, zdravotnych, finan¢nych, jazykovych a inych problémoch, o (ne)zamestnanosti, o
(ne)informovanosti, o tom ako je tazko si najst par tnera/partnerku pre spolocny zivot ... V
tychto oblastiach sa vsak citim e$t e menej povolany a opravneny posudzovat situaciu nez v
problematike duchovného, kulttrneho a spolocenského Zivota svojich spolurodakov.

Je mi lGto, Ze som sa nemohol zicastnit konferencie, ktora sa konala 17. septembra
2011 sa v Toronte a bola venovana téme Buducnost Slovakov v Kanade. O to viac sa te$im na
zbornik prispevkov z tejto konferencie. V pozvénke na konferenciu jej organizatori urcili témy
konferencie, ku ktorym pridam aspon vetu-dve svojich postrehov:

1. Aka je sucasna pozicia slovenskych komunit v Kanade? V minulosti boli Slovaci sustre-
deni v mestach ako Montreal, Winnipeg alebo Windsor. V sucasnosti historické komu-
nity bohuzial'vymieraju a nova imigracia nenahradza ich miesto v hlavnych mestach,
pricom zacina byt roztrusena a neviditelha.

Je velmi tazko porovnavat situdciu Slovakov v Kanade v minulosti a v pritomnosti.
Ako nés bude vnimat nase kanadské okolie, ako budeme viditelni, zavisi iba od nés.
V predchéadzajicom texte som sa snazil opisat situaciu Slovakov vo Vancouveri a v okoli tak,
ako ju sam vidim a citim.

2. Ako je slovenska komunita v Kanadskom prostredi prezentovana navonok, a ako by
mala byt prezentovana, vzhladom na fakt Ze jej clenovia takisto prostrednictvom dani
prispievaju na multikultirny rozvoj Kanady?

Podstatné podla méjho nézoru a mojich skdsenosti je, aby sme nasu aktivitu nes-
merovali iba do vlastnych radov, aby sme neorganizovali iba podujatia, ktoré su urcené iba
pre nds, kde sa MY dobre citime, kde sa my navzdjom utvrdzujeme v tom, ako si nas kanadska
spolo¢nost nevsima. Je potrebné, aby nasa aktivita bola orientovana aj pre neslovensku kanad-
sku populaciu.

Prikladom moze byt duchovny seminar Eliasa Vellu a Diany Maskarenas “Set free to
live and love’, ktory pred 2 rokmi zorganizovala slovenska farnost sv. Cyrila a Metoda v New
Westminsteri pod vedenim otca Juraja Kopanického pre celti vancouversku arcidiecézu. Sem-

50



BUDUCNOST KANADSKO - SLOVENSKEJ KOMUNITY A JEJ MIESTO V KANADSKOM PROSTREDI

indr mal velky Gspech a v tomto roku v decembri ho slovenska farnost opét organizuje.

Inym prikladom je koncert slovenského slacikového orchestra Archi Di Slovakia,
ktory pred zopar rokmi zorganizoval pan Dr. Viktor Neumann. Do dnesného dna sa ¢leno via
kanadskej multikultirnej farnosti sv. Klary, kde Archi Di Slovakia tiez vystupila, pytaju kedy
znova budu mat sancu vidiet a pocut takych skvelych slovenskych umelcov.

Podobnym Uspesnym a nékladnym projektom bolo vystipenie Teatro Tatro, ktory
pocas Zimnych olympijskych hier v .2010 realizovala pani Marika Koval¢ikova.

V neposlednom rade ¢innost honorarneho konzulapana Stanislava Lisiaka prispieva
k viditelnosti Slovenska a slovenskych komunit Zijucich vo Vancouveri a v okoli.

3. Je slovenska komunita v Kanade povazovana za “neviditelnti minoritu” kedZe nie je
okamzite identifikovatelna podla farby pleti, vzhladu alebo jazyka? Ma tento pohlad
priamy dosah na to Ze slovenska komunita nedostava nalezitu pozornost kanadskych
grantovych systémov ktoré su vitalne dolezit é pre prezitie komunit v zmieSanom
prostredi?

Myslim si, Ze je d6lezité ako prispievame k rozvoju multikultirnej kanadskej pospoli-
tosti a nie aki méme farbu pleti.

4. Ako je mozné zapojit a podporit anglicko - slovensky hovoriacu generaciu do Zivota
slovenskej komunity a ktora komunitna organizacia je kompetentna zaoberat'sa touto
otazkou?

Skor by som po vedal, ze otdzku tr eba otocit. Aké or ganizécie vytvorit, aké
prostriedky pouzit, aké struktury zvolit tak, aby boli nApomocné anglicko-slovenskej generacii
lepsie sa zorientovat v komplexnosti multikultirneho kanadského Zivota a pri tom nezabudnut
na svoje korene.

5. Co najviac trapi kanadskych Slovakov v sii¢asnosti? Co slovenska komunita o¢akava
od kanadskej vlady a ¢o od Slovenskej Republiky?

Tuto otazku treba polozit nielen 20-30 zastupc om slovenskych komunit, ale ¢o
najvacsiemu poctu Slovakov Zijucich v Kanade, ako i tym, ktorym v Zilach koluje iba 50%, 25%
alebo menej slovenskej krvi. Tuto otazku treba poloZit rovnako sluzobne starsim slovenskym
imigrantom, ako aj novoprichadzajucim Slovakom, ktori hladajui v Kanade novy domov. Na
oslovenie vietkych tychto subjektov je potrebné pouzit to, ¢o vlddne svetom — informacny
kanal — Internet.

Tieto otazky (podla mojho néz oru) treba riesit v spolupraci nielen slo venskych
farnosti v Kanade, slovenskych zastupitelstiev, roznych kanadsko-slovenskych organizacii,
spolkov a zoskupeni, odusevnelych jedincov, ale tiez v spolupréci s oficidlnymi kompetentnymi
slovenskymi organmi, ktoré majui na starosti slovenské zahranicie.

Na zaver by som rad pridal jeden citat (neviem, kto je jeho autorom), ktory som dal

ako motto pre Portél slovenskych komunit v Britskej Kolumbii (www.sk-bc.ca):
Lepsie zaZat jednu sviecu ako preklinat temnotu.

JoZo Starosta (jozef.starosta@sk-bc.ca)
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Personal thoughts and comments
Dear Conference Participants,

I would like to begin by apologizing for not being able to attend this important con-
ference, as it deals with a topic that's very close to me. In talking about the future of the Slovak
community, we are in fact talking about our youth. | have been an active youth participant in
the Slovak community my whole life, and helped organize a number of ev ents to bring our
youth together.

Being raised as part of the Slovak community in Toronto, | had been exposed to all
aspects it had to offer. In my early years | didn't have much of a voice, but | listened carefully.
As ayoung participant | attended a number of conferences, and meetings, and quickly ob-
served that many of these seldom involved an open forum for Slovaks to share new thoughts
and ideas to better the community. Instead, | found these gatherings spent more time arguing
among themselves rather than being productive in dealing with the challenges they face.

More recently | have given suggestions to help and organize sporting events in
which the youth could be drawn in or would be encouraged to play a more active role within
the community. All of which the organizing group lacked any interest to incorporate into their
event. Lately, even spontaneously organized sporting events spurred a greater youth turnout
than any well thought event. This was demonstrated whilst the 2010 Olympic games when
Slovakia played Canada in a contending play-off game. In a matter of 28hours a crowd of more
than 200 youth gathered to watch a game in the St. Cyril and Methodius Church hall. This
proves not only that it can be done but more importantly, our Slovak youth are interested.

If the Slovak communities in Canada want to exist in the future, we need to encour-
age more youth activities. Events need to be organized with the primary target of bringing in
our youth and keeping them involved. Activities like sporting events, dances with music that
our youth would enjoy, or even try new ideas like goulash cooking contests.

Also, times have been steadily changing this millennium. Our old methods of om-
munication is becoming less productive. Internet and social medias (Facebook, Twitter and
Google+) are the way in which our youth communicate in this day and age. If we want to in-
volve our youth into current activities these are the channels in which we need to approach
them with.

Many of these ideas don't require money to execute but merely need to be accepted.
| truly hope that this conference brings about the awareness of changes required to solidify a
positive future of Slovak communities within Canada. |look forward to working with you in
the future and wish you all a successful conference.

Sincerely,
Matthew Popik
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Zhodnotenie ¢innosti Klubu Martina Razusa v Tortonte pocas
jeho trvania v rokoch 2010/2011.

Klub Martina Razusa p6sobi iba 20 mesiacov, zaloZili sme ho v januari 2010 a kor-
porovany bol 4.februdra 2010, pod registracnym cislom # 1814923. Klub ma 64 aktivnych
Clenov z Toronta, Kitchener, Smithville a z Welland. Pocet zaregistrovanych ¢lenov ustavi¢ne
rastie.

Cielom KMR je predstavovat slovensku kultdru (literaturu, histériu, slovenské zvyky
a tradicie, slovensku hudbu) v Kanade a to predovietkym v slovenskej komunite, ale ajinym
narodom a narodnostiam v Kanade. DéleZitou sucastou zamerania klubu je udrzat slovensky
jazyk, nielen ako néstroj komunikacie, ale aj ako prostriedok vypovedania uz spomenutych
hodnot. Tiez aj nadvézovat vztahy tohto zamerania so Slovenskom.

Uz sme i nadviazali spolupracu s Horehronskym muzeom v Brezne, napriklad darovanim ori-
gindlu listu Martina Rézusa.

KMR prezentoval slovensku ludovu hudbu kanadskej verejnosti minuly i sucasny
rok vystupenim svojho hudobného telesa Collegia Musicum Toronto v torontskej kniznici.

Cinnost v roku 2010.

Nasim prvym vystdpenim pre krajanov bol koncert barokovej hudby 27.marca 2010,
na ktorom hralo novozalozené hudobné teleso: Collegium Musicum Toronto v zloZeni -
Pavel Frieder, Jolanta Bienek, Andrej Pevny a hostia. Koncert bol Gspesny.

6.augusta 2010 Collegium Musicum Toronto vystupilo vIPL. Predstavilo sa kanadskej
verejnosti na vernisazi detskej vystavy s ndzvom: Umenie o¢ami deti. Za svoje vystupe-
nie nasi hudobnici dostali ocenujuci list s podakovanim a s navrhom spoluprace do
buducnosti.

19.septembra 2010 bol Vecer klasickych melddii a Viedenskych valcikov, hralo Collegium
Musicum Toronto a hostia. Vecer bol spojeny s poddvanim vecere a s premietanim di-
apozitivov.

26.decembra 2010 bol Viano¢ny koncert Collegia Musicum Toronto v Koledach a v
Sviatoc¢nej hudbe.

Cinnost v roku 2011.

19.februara 2011 sa konala Valentinska veselica hudby a tanca.

17.aprila 2011 - sldvnostny koncert barokovej hudby.

29.méja 2011 - hudobno-poetické pasmo o Martinovi Razusovi.

26.augusta 2011 - vystupenie Collegia Musicum Toronto v torontskej kniznici, hrou
slovenskych [udovych piesni, pocas otvorenia detskej vystavy.

September 2011 - hudobno-poetické pasmo : Za Tebou ... ( Kristina Royovd, Maria Rafa-
jova, Milana Rufus).

1.oktébra 2011- prvy rocnik detskej recitacnej sutaze : Marosko. Sutaz bude doplnena
prezentovanim detskych kresieb.

December 2011 - Viano¢ny koncert slavnostnej hudby.

Navrhujeme:
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- Nakolko v Toronte posobi viacero spolocenskych organizacii podobného zamera-
nia, ako je KMR, bolo by potrebné véas koordinovat ich plan ¢innosti a po patri¢nej
spolo¢nej dohode vydat akysi zavazny kalendar podujati na buduci rok.

«  Uskutocnit spolo¢ny “Slovensky der’, ¢im by sa nadviazala a podporila vzajomna
spoluprdca vietkych nasich organizécii so zdmerom predstavit Slovensko i
kanadskej verejnosti pocas letnych uli¢nych festivalov, podobne ako to robia os-
tatné narody zijuice v Ontariu a v Toronte.

+ Informovat o podujatiach nasich slovenskych organizécii nielen krajansku
verejnost, ale tiez vcas posielat potrebné informacie o nich i Velvyslanectvu
Slovenskej republiky v Ottawe.

Dakujeme panovi velvyslancovi SR v Kanade Milanovi Kollarovi za jeho zaujem o tuto konfer-
enciu. Verime, Ze prinesie o¢akavané dobré vysledky pre nas vietkych.

Katarina Kozakova
predsednicka KMR

Jan Petkovsky

54



BUDUCNOST KANADSKO - SLOVENSKEJ KOMUNITY A JEJ MIESTO V KANADSKOM PROSTREDI

Future of the Canadian Slovak Community and its Place in the
Canadian Environment

The Canadian Slovak League (CSL), founded in 1932, has played an important role
for the cohesion of the Slovak community in Canada. And it has helped its members to inte-
grate into Canadian society and thus contribute to the overall well-being of our adopted
homeland. The Kanadsky Slovak/The Canadian Slovak weekly newspaper together with its
website (www.kanadskyslovak.ca) and Facebook group provides a fundamental link of infor-
mation and communication to Slovaks in Canada and abroad.

What is the current involvement of Slovak Canadians in their communities?

The CSL organizes cultural and social events for Slovak Canadian communities through a
network of thirteen branches across Canada. Despite decreases in membership due to
deaths and other reasons, the CSL continues to attract new members. And the largest group
are individuals in their 20s and 30s who want to uphold their Slovak roots. In many cases,
these individuals are professionals and business people who want to volunteer their services
to organize activities for the community.

The annual Slovak Day brings together well over 1,000 participants from Slovak
communities in Ontario and other provinces as well as visitors from countries including Slo-
vakia and the United States. Slovak Day is a great opportunity for grandparents, parents,
and children to celebrate their Slovak heritage and strengthen the bonds between these
generations of Slovaks in Canada.

Also, there is the virtual Slovak Canadian community that is connected through
social media such as Facebook and Google+. For many this is the first point of contact to
find information about Slovak Canadians in their communities.

What is the future of Slovak Canadian communities?
The Slovak Canadian community will continue to grow and thrive provided that there is:

- increased focus on community events that showcase the Slovak heritage and
identity,

- expanded use of social media and websites to provide information about events
and other topics of interest; and

- continued cooperation of Slovak Canadian organizations to work together on ini-
tiatives of mutual benefit to Slovak Canadians.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Ann Doucette
President Canadian Slovak League

Slovak Translation now available on:
Appendix - 4 - Buducnost slovenskej komunity v Kanade (A.M. Doucette) / 68
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Spolocenstvo dolnozemskych Slovakov Windsor, Essex.
Niekolko rodin sa pristahovalo do Kanady este pred vojnou 1940.

Vojvodinski Slovéci boli rolhici a pristahovali sa na izemie Windsoru, Essexu, Harrowu,
Kingswille, Amherstburgu, Chathamu a Sarnie.

Cestovanie z Juhoslavie do Kanady bolo len na pozvanie svojej rodiny.
Rolnici potrebovali pomoc cez leto 4 — 6 mesiacov, a boli radi ked' mohli
nie len pomoct rodine, ale mat robotnikov, ktori rozumeli slovensky.

Starousadlici Zili blizko svojich krajanov, ¢asto sa stretavali, boli to
aj vacsie rodiny, viacej deti, tak mali prilezitost hovorit po slovensky
a preto oni az do tretieho pokolenia v rodine rozpravali materinskou recou.

Rodiny zo v3etkych miest Vojvodiny Zijuce v okoli Windsoru, ako Hlozany, Kuplin, Pivnica,
Petrovec, Silbas, Kovacica, Padina a mnohé iné...

Starousadlici boli velmi pohostinni a velmi radi priviezli svojich hosti
k inej rodine, kde boli dalsi,hostia - robotnici.”

V roku 1967 Kanada ponukla navstevnikom prilezitost zostat v Kanade trvalo.
Mnohé rodiny sa pristahovali do Kanady, bolo viacej roboty pri pestovani jablk
a pri spracovani inej zeleniny a ovocia.

Deti usadlikov zacali pracovat v rdznom priemysle a odisli na skolenia.

1955 autopriemysel FORD sa prestahoval do Oakville, spolo¢nost prestala rast.
Slovensky, Chorvétsky, Srbsky, Ukrajinsky a Rumunsky dom boli blizko tovérne.

Viacej sa rozpravalo po anglicky, mladi zostavali v mestach a Zenili sa so $kolskymi druzkami,
tak aj slovenské spolocenstvo zacalo upadat.

Juhoslovanské povstanie a vojna za osamostatnenie republiky roku 1990, nepokoj a starosti
o rodinu, ovplyvnili mnohé rodiny prestahovat sa.

Dalsie rodiny s detmi sa pristahovali do Kanady, to neboli polnohospodari. Mladi si nasli
zamestnanie v priemysle a rodiny sa viacej stretavali, kym sa prisposobili novému prostrediu,
Ontario, Kanada.

Toto pomohlo osvieZit Spolok dolnozemskych Slovakov, zdruzenie vietkych
Slovékov bez rozdielu ndbozenskej prislusnosti..mladi maju dve tane¢né
skupiny (SK, YU) Rozmarin a Domovina, ktoré az dodnes tGcinkuju...

Windor — Detroit, 20 rokov Slovenské Radio rozhlas, 1 hodinu v sobotu.

Cirkevné osady su malé, menej ako 100 os6b, tak sme rozdeleni do mnohych spolocenskych

56



BUDUCNOST KANADSKO - SLOVENSKEJ KOMUNITY A JEJ MIESTO V KANADSKOM PROSTREDI

skupin, mladi hovoria anglicky, zdujem o zabavy zanikol.
Vseobecné stretnutie je len pri pohrebe — kde vietci mo6zu sediet spolocne.

0d 1985 do 2005 spolok Vojvodina mal mnohé stretnutia, zabavy, pikniky,
Mal svoju kapelu, prichadzali vojvodinski Slovaci z Detroitu, USA.

Spolo¢ne sme mali zabavy a stretdvali sme sa aj v kostoloch, kde boli oslavy.

Mestska kniznica mala mnohé knihy a pre maly zdujem vymenila — predala slovenské knihy,
dali tam knihy z Blizkeho vychodu, oni maju viacej Citatelov.

Obyvatelstvo Windsoru, menej prichodia z Eur6py a viacej z inych krajin.

Nase prostredie je tak mnoho-kultirne ako Toronto, mdme isty pocet ndrodov, ale 10-krat
menej obyvatelstva, takze si mensiny mnoho, mnoho viditelnhejsie.

Mladi maju bohaty vyber TV a zdbavné programy, internet, mobily a toto
je pri¢ina preco sa menej stretdvame. Pohodlie ndm zoberie mnoho ¢asu.

Co by sa dalo urobit? Ako povzbudit zdujem o slovenské dedi¢stvo?

Ked by rodiny mali STARE slovenské 3kolské u¢ebnice v rodinach kde su deti
a mladsi, aby to videli a pripomenuli si Slovensko a jeho krasy.

Detské obrazkové knihy a rozpravky, CD, DVD o Slovensku budu zaujimavé
pre deti aj pre starsich...

Slovenské noviny, casopisy a radio je dobré, hoci radio je len v sobotu.

Nase cirkevné spolocenstvad,zlyhali” v zéchrane slovenského dedicstva,
vychova deti a mladeze v nabozenskych skolach je neviditelna.

Moje poznatky o spolocenstve v okoli Windsoru, kde Slovéci boli dobre zndma spoloc¢nost, 3
kostoly a katolicke stredisko, ale ,navstevnikov mélo”.

Rimsko-katolicka farnost mala okolo 500 roznych slovenskych knih, st prec.

Moje zaZitky od 1965 do 1981 v spolocenstve Windsor, Harrow, Kingsville, Amherstburg,
Leamington, Chatham, Sarnia, Bradford a Collingwood. Od roku 1981 do 2002 v Toronte a
Hamiltone a 2002 az 2011 okolie Windsoru.

Stefan Srnka

57



THE FUTURE OF THE CANADIAN SLOVAK COMMUNITY AND ITS PLACE IN THE CANADIAN ENVIRONMENT

Ako pokracovat a chranit si nase dedicstvo

Buducnost kanadsko-slovenskej komunity a jej miesto v kanadskom prostredi sa
dotyka nés vietkych, ktori Zijeme v diaspdre. Nasa organizacia Slovensko Kanadska spolo¢nost
Milana Rastislava Stefanika je vlastne pok ra¢ovanim Kanadsko -slovenského podporného
spolku. Tento spolok vlastne zanikol v roku 2005.

Slovensko - Kanadsky spolok M.R. Stefanika bol zalozeny 18-teho Augusta 2005 ako
not-profit organizacia.

Purpose of the society:

- To provide a social environment in which members can meet and interact on the
basis of their Slovak cultural heritage

- To promote and preserve the Slovak language, culture and history in Canada

- To conduct such activities as may be of benefit to the Slovak Canadian community

Spolok hned' na samom zaciatku sa zapojil ku spolupraci s Toronskym Slovenskym
divadlom pri realizacii divadelnej komédie Kubo.

Organizujeme pravidelne Mikuld$sku nédielku pre deti, ¢lenov aj ne¢lenov, letny
piknik, velmi dspesny bowlink pri ktorom zapajame nasu mladez. A samozrejme organizujeme
uz stvrty bal (dinner & dance). Tohto roku prvy krat sme pozvali zndmeho spevéka so Slovenska
Petra Stasaka.

Planujeme na tento a buduci r ok zapajat ¢o najviac nasich ¢lenov do kulturnej
¢innosti a vitame novych ¢lenov z radov novej emigracie.

Nase rady rednti a my sa neustale zamyslame ako revitalizovat spolok, ktory ma ¢o
povedat nie len ndm ale aj budtcim generaciam. Ved Milan Rastislav Stefanik poziva velkd
Gctu nie len na Slovensku, ale aj tu v dalekej Kanade.

Preto sme sa zUcastnili konferencie - Buducnost kanadsko-slovenskej komunity-
aby sme sa poucili a nasli spdsob ako pokracovat a chranit si nase dedi¢stvo otcov a dedi¢stvo
nase.

Helena Svihran

predsednicka
Slovensko-Kanadského spolku
Milana Radislava Stefanika
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Appendix - 1 - Conference invitation and particulars

Conference on the

Future of the Canadian Slovak Community
and its Place in the Canadian Environment
September 17,2011

Toronto, Ontario

The conference "The Future of the Canadian Slovak Community and its Place in the Canadian
Environment" will be an open forum for the presentation of ideas about the future of Slo-
vaks in Canada in the English or French-speaking parts of Canada. The future is a blank piece
of paper and it is up to all of us to envision and create this future. It is a one-day seminar and
representatives from Slovak organizations in Canada, the Slovak Canadian Embassy, some
individuals from the U.S., the Office for Slovaks Living Abroad (Slovakia) and others who
have something to say on this topic have been all been invited to attend or submit presenta-
tions

The date of the seminar is September 17,2011 from 1 PM to 5 PM.

The presentations made at this conference will be published for a wider audience in the
Conference Proceedings Journal. Those who forward a paper on this topic before September
15,2011 will also be included with the Proceedings.

The seminar will be devoted to these topics:

1. Where are the Slovak communities in Canada today? In the past, there concentra-
tions of Slovaks in cities like Montreal, Winnipeg and Windsor. Today, the historical Slo-
vak communities are dying and new immigration is not necessarily gathering in major
cities. they are much more scattered and therefore invisible.

2. How is this Slovak community in the Canadian environment presented and how
should it be present, since our taxes contribute to culture, but the Canadian government
does not have many programs for the Slovaks in Canada to benefit from our tax dollars.
3. Isthe Slovak community an invisible minority in Canada? Not immediately identi-
fiable by skin color, appearance or language, the Slovaks do not have a prominent iden-
tification as immigrants, and it is not therefore seen as necessary to pay attention to
them with funding for the maintenance of their distinct heritage or survival.

4. Howisit possible to entice and excite the English-speaking Slovak generation to
become involved in the life of the Slovak community and what kind of organization
would be appropriate for this development?

5. What bothers Slovak Canada today? What is it expected from the Canadian gov-
ernment bodies and what is it expected or what should it be expected from Slovakia?

The seminar is designed for all current or former leaders of the Slovak community who have
an opinion or wish to make their views heard on the future of Slovaks in Canada and who
have always been proud of their homeland - Slovakia.
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Location :

We ask and urge all who are interested in the future of the Slovak community in Canada to
attend the 17th September Conference (in whole or in part) to be held in the Conference
Room of the historical Mongomery Inn, 4709 Dundas Street West, Toronto, Ontario.

Presentation Particulars :

« Length of presentation or dissertation to a maximum of 15 minutes

« Length of submitted document to a maximum of 3 letter-sized pages

« Presentation or submission man be done in Slovak or English

- Content should be related to the described themes unless otherwise agreed upon with
the organizers

Please NOTE: The conference focus is on the future and as such, historical background or dis-
cussion is not necessary. The past is well documented and our goal is to gather ideas about
the future.

Outcomes:
What do we expect to result from this conference ?

Our aim is to launch an open dialogue, with the ultimate aim of reviving the Slovak commu-
nity in Canada with its population of more than 100,000 and increasing reliance on English.

A Journal of Proceedings will be published, to serve as the basis for future discussion and as
evidence that in Canada there are Slovaks who still wish to preserve and share their pride in
their distinct identity and heritage. A copy of the Journal will be sent to the leaders of exist-
ing Slovak Canadian organizations, to the members of the Slovak National Council in charge
of the Slovaks living abroad and other relevant organizations, so that all may deepen their
understanding of the current issues related to Slovaks in Canada.

We hope to see and hear from each and every one of you.

Ondrej Mihal
President, Slovak Canadian Institute

60



BUDUCNOST KANADSKO - SLOVENSKEJ KOMUNITY A JEJ MIESTO V KANADSKOM PROSTREDI

Appendix - 2 - Pozvanka na konferenciu a jej mandat

SEMINAR na tému

Buducnost slovensko kanadskej komunity
a jej miesto v kanadskom prostredi
September 17,2011

Toronto, Ontario

Seminar,,Buducnost slovensko kanadskej komunity a jej miesto v kanadskom prostredi” by
mal po prvykrat otvorit diskusiu o buducnosti Slovékov v anglofénnej ¢i frankofénnej
Kanade. Na jednodnovy seminar st pozvani nie len zastupcovia slovenskych organizacii v
Kanade, ale aj osoby, ktoré maju nieco na tito tému povedat. Buducnost je Cisti papier, ktory
préve Slovéci v Kanade budu pisat. Nadim cielom je pozvat aj par ludi z USA a z Uradu pre
Slovakov Zijucich v zahranici na Slovensku.

Termin seminaru je September 17,2011 od 13 do 17 hodine.

Vysledok prezentdcii bude publikovany v zborniku kde sa zverejnia ndzory vsetkych ktory sa
zUcastnia alebo poslu prispevok do 15. septembra 2011.

Seminar by sa mal venovat tymto témam:

1. Kde je sustredend slovenskd komunita v sicasnej Kanade. V minulosti to boli
mestd ako Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg a Windsor. Dnes historickd slovenska komunita
vymiera a nova nema potrebu sa koncentrovat vo velkych kanadskych mestéch. Dnes su
ovela viac roztrdseni a preto aj neviditelni.

Ako sa tdto komunita v kanadskom prostredi prezentuje a ako by sa mala

e
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prezentovat, kedZe vietci vo forme dani prispievaju na kulturu, ale kanadska vlada
takmer nic¢ z tychto penazi nedava Specificky na Slovakov v Kanade.

3. Ako slovenskéd komunita preziva ako neviditelnd mensina v Kanade. Farba pleti
ani jazyk Slovakov dnes neprezradi ako pristahovalcov, a preto sa nebert ako komunita,
ktora potrebuje pozornost a financné prostriedky na svoje preZitie alebo zachovanie.

4. Ako mladu ¢i uz len anglicky hovoriacu generaciu zapojit do Zivota slovenskej ko-
munity a aké organizécie by sa mali vytvorit pre jej buduci rozvoj.

5. Cotrapi dne$nu slovensku Kanadu, ¢o o¢akéva od kanadskych statnych organov a
o ocakava alebo ¢o by mala o¢akdvat od Slovenska.

Seminar je urceny pre vietkych terajsich alebo byvalych lidrov slovenskej komunity, ktorym
aj v stcasnosti zalezi na tom, aby boli Slovaci v Kanade viditelni a aj v budtcnosti boli stale
hrdi na svoju domovinu - Slovensko.

Kde a ¢o sa ocakava od zaujemcov

Prosime a ziadame vsetkych ktori maju zaujem o buducnost slovenskej komunity v Kanade
aby sa zacastnili 17. Septembra 2011 (alebo ciastocne) v konfere¢néj miestnosti historickej
budove Mongomery Inn, 4709 Dundas Street West, Toronto, Ontario.

. D[éka prezentacie alebo dizertacie maximum 15 minut.

« DIZka dokumentu maximum 3 tlacené A4 strany (letter size pages).

« Prezentdcia moze byt v slovenskom alebo v anglickom jazyku ako aj dizertacny doku-
ment.

-Tému — na hore menované body alebo podla dohody s organizatormi. V ziadnom pri-
pade konferencia nie je na to aby sa diskutovali dnesné ¢i historické udalosti.

Vysledok seminéru

Nemozno naivne ocakavat, Ze jeden seminar vela zmeni, ale nasim cielom je zacat otvoreny
dial6g, ktorého cielom by bolo oZivenie slovenskej komunity a jej viac ako 100 000 ¢lenov,
ktori v ¢oraz vdcsej miere rozpravaju len po anglicky.

Aby vsetci mali moznost lepsie spoznat a analyzovat ¢i diskutovat nazory tGcastnikov tak
bude publikovany z konferencie zbornik ktory bude sluzil ako zéklad a signdl, ze v Kanade i
nadalej ziju Slovéci, ktori nechcu byt asimilovani. Képie budu zaslané vietkym liderom a ex-
istujicim organizaciam v Kanade, poslancom Nérodnej rady Slovenskej republiky, ktori
maju na starosti Slovékov zijucich v zahranici (a dalSim organizaciam ), aby sa mohli lepsie
oboznamit s problematikou Slovakov v Kanade.

Ondrej Mihal
Prezident, Kanadsky Slovensky Institut
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Boj o budticnost.
,Slovenska komunita v Kanade dnes a jej potencidl v budicnosti”

Slovenské spolocenstva v Kanade, ktoré boli v minulosti zalo Zené na svojpomoc-
nych, ndbozenskych a narodnych vztahoch, si mitve. A toto umieranie bolo skutocne pomalé
a bolestné.V sucasnosti madme mnohé,spiace” organizdcie, ktoré existuju ale nemaju skuto¢ny
vyznam, lebo im chyba efektivne vedenie, dusa a buduicnost. Slab4 ucast na tejto konferencii,
ktord bola zorganizovand na diskusiu o tejto otdzke a vlazna odozva na fiu, st len dalSim doka-
zom tejto skutocnosti.

Nechcem sa dlho zasta vovat pri hist 6rii kanadskych Slovakov, ale rdd b y som
poukézal na niektoré vieobecne zndme skutocnosti, ktoré boli kli¢ovymi z hladiska zamerania
tejto konferencie.

Kto sme dnes a ako sme sa tam dostali?

Zénik svojpomocnych organizacii bol vysledkom nedostato¢ného respektu zo strany

Slovédkov k tymto historickym spolkom, rovnako ako aj zo strany kanadskej vlady, ktora
ich zaciatkom 21.storocia vsetky prinutila zatvorit svoje kanceldrie a hladat si novy mandat.
Niektoré sa o to pokausili, iné len jednoducho zavreli svoje dvere.
Zanikanie slovenskych nabozenskych organizécii bolo pomaly sa vle¢icou skazou, bolest-
nou na prezitie i na pozeranie. Od vydania nasej knihy Nabozensky Zivot Slovakov v Kanade
v roku 2010 boli za vreté dalSie tri rimskokatolicke kostoly. Ich zabijakom v tom pripade
nie je kanadskd vlada, ale nieco ovela blizSie k ndm. Ich verni ¢lenovia vymieraju a ich deti
a vnucata radsej chodia do neslovenskych kostolov.

Narodne orientované organizacie, stratili svoje opodstatnenie koncom 20.storocia,
pretoze v roku 1989 padol komunisticky rezim v Ceskoslovensku a nasledne 1.1. 1993
vznikla samostatna Slovenska republika, a tak domovska krajina uz nepotrebovala pod-
poru z Kanady.

Prechod na Specializovanejsie organizacie kanadskych Slovakov:

+ Masmédia, ktoré by boli hlasom komunity kanadskych Slovakov, vlastne nikdy
redlne neexistovali na ndrodnej a len v malej miere na lokélnej urovni. Tie, ktoré
fungovali, sluzili ¢asto len potrebdm svojich domovskych organizdci..

+ Slovensky rozhlas nikdy nemal velky Uspech a zanikol uz pred mnohymi rokmi,
pretoze nikdy sa mu nepodarilo najst poslucha¢sku zék ladru a dostatok financii
zrekldm.

« Na nérodnej trovni neuspeli ani slovenské noviny, ale skor na Grovni politickej a
spolkovej. Zanik svojpomocnych spolkov viedol k vykrvéacaniu ich novin, ktoré boli
odsudené k zaniku uz od zaciatku, pretoze sa venovali iba malym a obmedzenym
Citatelskym skupindm. Jediné prezivajuce noviny ,Kanadsky Slovak” napriek svoj-
mu ndzvu sltzia potrebdm svojho majitela a nie kanadskych Slovékov.

+ Slovenské televizie zacali svoje vysielanie v osemdesiatych rokoch 20.storocia v
mnohych mestéch a napriek sv ojmu slubnému $tartu, ich prezitie bolo vzdy
otdzne vzhladom na nedosta tok financii z r eklam a od sponzorov. Dnes este
pretrvavaju najuspesnejie televizne programy v Toronte, a to hlavne vdaka zapalu

63



THE FUTURE OF THE CANADIAN SLOVAK COMMUNITY AND ITS PLACE IN THE CANADIAN ENVIRONMENT

vlastnikov a obrovskej finan¢nej podpore zo Slovenska. Ako dlho to méze vydrzat?
To zévisi od tychto jednotlivcov.

Presun k jednotlivcom a ludom, ktori prispievaju k Uspechu slovenskych organizacii v Kanade:

V st¢asnosti pozostava komunita kanadskych Slovékov z dobrovolnikov, ako tomu
vlastne bolo pocas ich celej historie.

V minulosti boli tito dobrovolhici velmi zapéleni pokial ide o ich vieru v slo vensky
narod v Kanade, ale takyto typ dobrovolnikov uz vymrel alebo vymiera a novi mladi ludia
neponukaju také nadsenie, oddanost alebo peniaze. A ked uz ho vorime o peniazoch, s vy-
nimkou vydavatela Kanadského Slovaka, tito [udia robia svoju pracu bez naroku na akutkolvek
odmenu.

Dnes najdeme dobr ovolnictvo viade a po znam mnoho mlady ch kanadskych
Slovakov, ktori kazdy tyzden venuju vela hodin na dobré veci. Avsak mladi kanadski Slovaci
nemaju podobny pocit, ktory by ich viedol, aby sa stali dobrovolnikmi pre oslabené slovenské
organizacie. Pri¢in je mnoho, ako napriklad:

- vidia, Ze nemaju buducnost.
- praca pre zanikajuce organizacie ich nenaplia.
- necitia, ze by mali nieco spolo¢né zo Slovenskom.

Osobitost, ktora bola taka charakteristicka pre ich rodicov a starych rodicov, chyba
99,9% mladym kanadskym Slovakom. A tak podujatia, ako su festivaly slovenskej mladeze,
slovenské pikniky, spomienkové kultdrne akcie (na Stefanika, Tisa ¢i inych), zimné tancovacky
¢i dokonca bazére organizované kostolmi, zostanu len kapitolou jednej z mojich k nih o
Slovékoch v Kanade.

Asimildcia zachvatila svet, ¢o vysvetluje mnohé neduhy slovenskej komunity v
Kanade. Ale dovod Uplného kolapsu komunity kanadskych Slovdkov nemozno zvéadzat len
asimilaciu. Existuju aj iné priciny, ako napriklad:

Zmena postavenia Slovenskej republiky (pred rokom 1989 a po fiom).
Nedostato¢na podpora kanadskej vlady ,neviditelnym* mensinam

Velké vzdialenosti medzi jednotlivymi komunitami kanadskych Slovakov, ktoré kom-
plikuju budovanie siete spoluprace a znemoziuju vzajomné vazby.

Chybajuica ochota , ¢i dokonca potreba spolupracovat s inymi organizaciami.

Peniaze.

Jednoducho povedané dnes nemame dost finan¢n ych prostriedkov na realizéciu
projektov alebo zaplatenie telefonneho ¢isla narodnej alebo lokalnej organizacie, ktord by sa
pokusila pracovat so Slovakmi v Kanade.

Kvéli rozdeleniu Slovakov a neschopnosti vcerajsich vodcov predvidat, drzat spolu
a planovat, nemame budovy, finan¢ne stabilné nadacie, narodné institucie ¢i mladych ludi ve-
riacich v narodné poslanie slovenskych institucii v K anade. ESte i dodnes mnohi zt ychto
vcerajdich vodcov veria tomu, Ze vietko je jednoducho tak, ako ma byt. Maju svoj titul prezi-
denta alebo nie¢oho podobného, ale nikoho tym neoklamu.
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Ako sme na to v porovnani s inymi?

Nie velmi dobre! Ked'sa porovname s inymi, ostatnymi slovanskymi skupinami ako
Srbi, Chorvéti a Ukrajinci ¢i neslovanskymi skupinami ako Madari, Lotysi ¢i Litvania, ktoré tak-
isto potrebovali uchovat svoju kulturu pri Zivote, pretoze ich krajiny boli okupované alebo za
Zeleznou oponou, tak dodnes su aktivne pritomni, maju svoje kultirne agentury, reStaurdcie,
tane¢né skupiny, kostoly a spolo¢enstva. Zmizneme z mapy Kanady. Dokonca aj Cesi maju svoj
Masarykov institut!

Pravda je takd, Ze predchddzajlce generdcie Slovékov pri svojom boji za vlastnu
identitu a preZitie neplanovali dobre svoju budtcnost. Snazili sa prezit do nasledujiceho dna.
Nikdy nedoslo k planovaniu budicnosti, mozno preto, lebo sa predpokladalo, Ze stéle to bude
rovnaké. A navyse urcitd vinu za nase problémy nesie na svojich pleciach slovenska vlada a
Statne organizacie, ktorych poslanim je podpora Slovakov v zahranici ako aj mimovladne or-
ganizdcie, ako je Ma tica slovenskd. Dnes naich ¢ ele stoja novi veduci predstavitelia, ale
nemézem povedat, Ze sa vela zmenilo k lepsiemu. Urad pre Slovakov Zijucich v zahraniéi
doteraz neposlal peniaze na slibené granty, a to sme v polovici septembra! Myslim, Ze sa to
nezmeni, Ze to bude opét organizacia, ktora ¢asto vychddza z hesla,O nas, bez nas!’, ¢ize exis-
tuju pre nas, ale zabudaju s nami ho vorit a berd do Gvahy potreby, aké sme mali koncom
90.rokov 20.storocia.

Akokolvek sa na to pozriete, predstavy ludi na Slovensku a niektorych pracovnikov
byvalého velvyslanectva v Ottawe, boli také, ze kanadski Slovéci st ,na odpis”, a tak nalievat
peniaze do Kanady nema vyznam. Neraz som v suvislosti s finan¢nou pomocou upozornil na
tuto diskrimindciu, ale moje obavy vac¢Sinou smerovali k hluchym usiam. Napriek viacerym
snahdm o propagaciu toho, ¢o Slovéci v Kanade urobili pre Slovensko (vystavy, knihy, Gi¢ast na
konferenciach) nezmenili sme uhol pohladu ¢i naz or na velky vyznam tazkej prace, vdaka
ktorej kanadski Slovaci v minulosti v priebehu poslednych 100 rokov poslali Slovakom desiatky
miliénov dolarov . Co sme dostavali spat po kvapkach alebo v minulosti, ob&as peniaz e pre
nas nasli cestu do vreciek na Slovensku.

Teraz je vsak buducnost tu a komora je prazdna, ¢i uz ide o ludi, majetok alebo pe-
niaze. Pred nami je prazdna stranka nasej buducnosti.

Aka je nasa Startovacia ciara?

Tak ako je zvykom pri kazdom probléme, prvym pravidlom je prist na to, ¢o s nim
treba robit a potom si zvolit bod, kam sa chcem dostat za 5, 10 rokov a o ¢ om si trufneme
snivat za 15.

Nemdme Ziadne plény, aké slovenské podujatia sa uskutocnia tento rok, aké projekty chceme
zrealizovat v tomto roku a ur¢ite nemame viziu, aka bude buddcnost za 5, 10 alebo 15 rokov.

Ale je tu k dispoziciu pomoc, pokial'ide o konttry budtcnosti, pricom netreba znovuobjavovat
Ameriku.

Mézeme ju najst v Kanade u inych narodnostnych mensin, ako su Uk rajinci alebo
Srbi ¢i akakolvek ind ndrodnost, ktord celila a Uspesne sa vyrovnala s takymto problémom este
pred nami. PoZiadame ich o radu, aby sme nezopakovali rovnaké chyby ako oniaaby sme
vedeli ako sa dostat z A do B v najk ratSom moznom case. NajuspesnejSou komunitou je ko-
munita Zidovska. Preco sa neobratit na [udi, ktori su tu a vedia ako vyriesit problémy s peniazmi,
fudmi a vedenim? Potrebujeme nadviazat otvoreny dial6g s ostatnymi ndrodnostami s ciefom
dozvediet sa, ako financuju, organizuju alebo ziskavaju granty a potom o nasich zisteniach
informovat kazdu slovensku organizaciu.
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- Napriklad, ak Slovaci skuto¢ne potrebuju mat Mizeum kanadskych Slovékov, treba
sa porozprdavat s Ukrajincami alebo Srbmi, ako sa im podarilo v ytvorit naozajstné
muzeum, ako funguje, ako je financované a ¢o je jeho poslanim. Dodnes nemam pred-
stavu, ¢i sme niekedy oficidlne vytvorili slovenské muzeum! Aky je jeho mandat a kto
ho vedie? Myslim, ze [udia, ktori sabotovali tuto konferenciu, si nikdy nevsimli t oto
muzeum.

« Treba uznat, Ze sme neuspeli pri tvorbe jednotného silného obrazu Slovékov v Kanade.
Nie som zastancom jedinej organizacie alebo jediného pristupu, ale mali by sme sa
aspon pokusit dohodnut na jednotnom obraze toho, kto su to Slovéci v Kanade.

-+ Ocakdvame, Ze nasi veduci predstavitelia, ¢i uz cirkevni, politick i alebo ekonomicki,
zabezpecia nasu buduicnost, ale nedochéddza k t omu. Dokonca aj slovenski jezuiti
opustili viac ako 60 miest po c elej Kanade, kde poskytovali svoje sluzby a kostoly
kazdej cirkvi bojuju o svoju existenciu. Obraz ndbozenskych vodcov z minulosti, ktori
bojovali za svoje stado este pretrvdva na niektorych miestach ako Toronto, Montreal,
Hamilton ¢i Thunder Bay, aby som vymenoval aspori niektoré, ale existuje mnoho pri-
padov zlyhania, ako je naprik lad Kostol svdtého Petra a svdtého Pavla v Lethbridge,
kde nikdy nemali slovenského knaza alebo zatvorenu katedralu v Toronte.

Mame velkych i malych ekonomickych lidrov, ktori maju velkolepé sny, ale neplanuju
nejaké stale centrum pre vietkych Slovékov alebo nadaciu, ktora by tento sen financovala. Vo
po sebe nezanechali ziadnu trvald hmatatelnd pamiatku na svoju existenciu. V mnohych pri-
padoch potlacovali obnovu a pokrok a len sami premrhali peniaze na projekty, ktoré nikam
neviedli. Preto sa musime obratit na iné ndrodnosti a organizacie, aby sme ziskali predstavu
ako zacat. My ako Slovéci sme zlyhali.

Druha moznost je pozriet sa na iné slovenské mensiny v Eurépe, &i uz v Ceskej re-
publike, Madarsku, Srbsku, Polsku alebo na Ukrajine. Aj u nich skon¢il komunizmus pr ed 20
rokmi a maju rovnaké problémy — nemaju majetok, peniaze, dobrovolnikov, ¢ianilen tradiciu
dobrovolnictva a skdsenosti s t vorbou buducnosti svojich mensin. Napriek tomu sa vetci
naucili jednu vec, a to je potreba profesionalneho centralizovaného organu, malého pokial'ide
o velkost, ktory vsak naozaj chce pomahat ostatnym organizaciam v krajine.

+ Ich tajomstvom je vytvorenie profesiondlnej nérodnej rady zloZenej z troch ¢i Styroch
[udi, ktori robia ttto pracu pretoze st SCHOPNI nieco urobit v budcnosti a nie preto,
Ze nieco urobili v minulosti. My mame dnes ,spiacu” organizaciu a vysledky hovoria
samé sa seba.

+ V eurdpskych krajinach je legitimitat ychto organov zalozend nazakonoch o
mensinach kazdej jednotlivej krajiny. My v K anade neméame takuto podporu od
kanadskej vlady — poméha len t ym, ktori si pomahaju sami. Mo znoze legitimnost
néarodnej rady Slovakov v Kanade pochédza od Uradu pre Slovakov v zahranici, ktory
mifa peniaze na kanadské projekty. Peniaze hybu svetom, ale tu a teraz je to slepa
cesta, ktord nezohladriuje potreby celej komunity. Ak su peniaze délezité, mozu byt
mozno jedinym prostriedkom, ktory prinuti Slovakov komunikovat medzi sebou a
urcit'si priority. Ciefom organizécie by nemalo byt len vedenie, ale aj koordinécia boja
0 peniaze a granty, ktoré su k dispozicii v Kanade ¢i kdekolvek inde na svete. PoZiadat
0 pomoc nie je zlocin, nepoziadat o nu je samovrazedné a my sa topime!

Potrebujeme otvoreny dialég a nie vzdjomnu konfrontaciu ¢i podrazy, ktoré su také
Casté medzi nasimi or ganizaciami (dokonca aj k véli tejto konferencii). Potrebujeme sa
navzajom delit o myslienky a spytat sa tych, ktori eSte maju zaujem, akd budicnost chceme
vytvorit a potom si to zapisat a $irit tieto myslienky medzi vietkymi, ktorych sa to tyka a ziskat
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tak vacsiu spatnu vazbu. Je to dlhodoby projekt bez konca, ktorého cielom je pohyblivy ter¢,
ale stale je to lepsie rieSenie ako neurcité ponevieranie sa, ktoré pozname od vzniku samostat-
nej Slovenskej republiky.

« Je na case skoncovat s vierou, ze nasi minuli lidri maju predstavu, o tom ¢o robit.

« zlyhali v pripade svojpomocnych spolkov (v3etky su zatvorené) a

« nabozenskych organizécii ( 6 zatvorenych farnosti v priebehu 15 rokov), pretoze neboli
schopni zachranit svoje vlastné organizécie, teda musime

- prestat predstierat, Ze historické organizacie moézu dat akukolvek odpoved.

Najst spdsob, ako spolupracovat s Uradom pre zahrani¢nych Slovakov, aby sme
dostali svoj spravodlivy podiel z peniazi, ktoré ma Slovensko v imysle mintt v mene svojej di-
aspory. Nepodarilo sa ndm to v ziadnom roku, odkedy su tieto granty k dispozicii, s vynimkou
roku 2002, ked Ministerstvo kultdry SR spravovalo Dom zahrani¢nych Slovakov a poskytlo ndm
primerané financovanie na vystavu Slovaci v Kanade.

Musime vyuZit moc Internetu a televizie. Nie preto, Ze by tieto nové média samy o
sebe vyriesili nieco, ale pretoze ich vyuzivaji mladi Slovaci a medzi nimi by sme mali najst svo-
jich novych lidrov, dobrovolnikov a Ucastnikov slovenskych podujati.

- Facebook alebo YouTube st sice iba prechodnou médou, za péat rokov to bude
Google+ alebo iné médi3, ale socialne siete budu urcite v tej ¢i onej podobe vsade-
pritomné.

+ SYouTube moéze mat kazdy hotovy portal na pozeranie televiznych programov ¢i videi,
a tak sa kazdy dostane do kazdého domu s internetom vsade na svete

« Prostrednictvom blogov méze kazdy prezentovat svoje myslienky alebo si vytvorit
noviny pre ostatnych, aby mohli reagovat alebo prispievat.

+ Prostrednictvom Facebooku alebo Google+ moze kazdy informovat, o tom ¢o bude.

Su ludia, ¢o vyhlasuju, ze Facebook spaja svet a robi nas silnejsimi, ini tvrdia, ze nés
odcudzuje. Je na nas, aby sme nasli tu spravnu rovnovahu. A ignorovat dnednu realitu, urcite
neprindsa spravnu rovnovahu.

Buducnost je nepopisand stranaam y potrebujeme zacat pisat text, ktorym
nacrtneme buducnost. Moje na vrhy nie st radik alne alebo r evoluc¢né. Ak nezacneme,
vymizneme ako jedine¢nd mensina a nase pribeh y sastratia v jednejz mojich k nih o
stodvadsatpétrocnej historii nasej pritomnosti v Kanade. Budeme jednymi z dvadsiatich mil-
ionov Kanadanov bez privlastku slovenskych — nase korene sa stratia a nasa identita sa zIuci s
ostatnymi. Mozno to bude pre mnohych z nas dost dobré, pretoze véacsina z nas rada prijima
starostlivost, ale nie dost dobré pre kazdého, kto je Slovék a pre tych par, ¢o sa o to staraji —
nastal cas vziat budicnost do svojich ruk.

Dakujem za pozornost.

Ondrej Mihal
prezident, Kanadsky slovensky institut
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THE FUTURE OF THE CANADIAN SLOVAK COMMUNITY AND ITS PLACE IN THE CANADIAN ENVIRONMENT

Buducnost slovenskej komunity v Kanade

Kanadska slovenska liga (KSL) zaloZend v roku 1932, hrala ddlezitu ulohu pri za -
kladani slovenskej komunity v Kanade. Pomahala svojim ¢lenom pri integracii do kanadskej
spolocnosti, aby tak prispievala k celkovému prospechu nasej adoptovanej vlasti. Tyzdennik
Kanadsky Slovék / The Canadian Slovak spolu s internetovou strankou www.kanadskyslovak.ca
a strankou na Facebook je spojivom pre zakladné informdcie a komunikéciu medzi Slovakmi
v Kanade a v zahranici.

Aky je sucasny stav kanadskych Slovakov v ich komunitach?

KSL organizuje kultirne a spolocenské akcie v slovenskych komunitach prostred-
nictvom trinastich zborov v Kanade. Aj napriek zniZeniu poctu ¢lenstva z ré6znych dévodov,
KSL stale ziskava novych ¢lenov. Najvécsou skupinou si mladi ludia vo veku 20-30 rokov, ktori
chcd udrzat svoje slovenské korene. V. mnohych pripadoch, tito jednotlivci su profesiondli a
podnikatelia, ktori dobrovolne davaju svoje sluzby pri organizovani réznych aktivit pre komu-
nitu.

Kazdorocny Slovensky den pritiahne viac ako 1000 ludi z o slovenskej komunity v
Ontdriu aj z ostatnych provincii, ako aj ndvstevnikov z inych krajin, v¢itane zo Slovenska a Spo-
jenych statov. Slovensky der je idedlna prileZit ost pre starych rodicov, rodicov a deti, oslavit
ich slovenské dedic¢stvo a posilnit putd medzi generaciami Slovékov v Kanade.

Je tu tiez aktivna virtudlna Slovenskd komunita v Kanade, ktord je spojena prostred-
nictvom socidlnych médii, ako su Facebook a Google +. P re mnohych je to prvé miesto kde
vyhladévaju informacie o slovenskych komunitédch v Kanade.

Aka je buducnost slovenskych komunit v Kanade?
Slovenska komunita v Kanade bude aj nadalej rast a prospievat za predpokladu, ze je:

« zvy$end pozornost na spolocenské akcie, ktoré predstavuju slovenské dedicstvo a
identitu;

« rozsirené vyuZitie socidlnych médii a internetovych stranok na poskytovanie infor-
macii o akcidch a iné aktudlne témy; a

« spolupréca slovenskych organizacii v Kanade na podujatiach a projektoch ktoré
st zamerané na vzdjomny prospech kanadskych Slovakov.

S uctou,

Mary Ann Doucette
predsednicka Kanadskej slovenskej ligy
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Personal Notes
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